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Driving Under the Influence 

Mock Trial Lesson 

Grade Levels 7-College 
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Municipal Court Mock Trial for MTSI 

Teaching Strategy: 

INTRODUCTION (Allow 15-20 minutes for completion) 

1. Distribute mock trial packets to each student. 
2. Have students investigate the diagram of a courtroom (Handout 1) so they know the basic 

structure of a courtroom. 
3. Use the worksheet, “Steps in a Trial” (Handout 2) to walk students through the basic 

concepts of a court proceeding. IMPORTANT: Remind students that our legal system 
assumes the defendant is innocent unless proven guilty in a court of law; therefore the 
prosecution goes first since they hold the “burden of proof.” The job of the defense is to 
highlight doubt. (Be aware, students may or may not be familiar with this concept.) 

4. Explain to the class that they are going to participate in a mock trial to better understand 
the trial process, to learn about traffic safety, and to learn how to apply the law in various 
circumstances. 

5. Have students read through the stipulated facts for the State of Texas v. Charlie Mather 
(Handout 3). Read this information out loud as a class. As you go through the witnesses, 
see if the students can decide if that witness is best suited for the prosecution, or the 
defense. 

TEKS: 8.19D; 8.29B; US History 29B; US 
Gov’t 13A & 13E, 14C, 20A; Special 
Topics in Soc. Stud. 2D & 2F 

Materials Needed: Mock Tr ial Packet to 
include Diagram of the Courtroom 
(Handout 1), Steps in a Trial (Handout 2), 
Mock Trial Case (Handouts 3.1-3.8), Mock 
Trial Assigned Responsibilities (Handout 
4), Examination of a Witness (Handout 5), 
Jury Deliberation Form (Handout 6)  

Vocabulary: cross examination, defense, 
deliberation, direct examination, 
prosecution, witness 

Learning Objective: Students will… 

1. Understand the basic components of a trial. 
2. Utilize problem solving skills to analyze 

and conduct a mock trial. 

Lesson Overview: The purpose of this lesson 
is for students to have a taste of how courtroom 
procedures work through a mock trial 
experience, as well as understand the 
consequences of a DUI. Be aware that even 
though students might have seen trials on TV, 
this may be their first exposure to courtroom 
questioning techniques. For the sake of time, the 
use of objections is not included in this lesson. 
Approximate times are listed next to each 
section of the lesson to help manage time in a 
classroom setting.  
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SEPARATE INTO GROUPS OF 8 (Allow 15-20 minutes for completion) 
 
1. Number students off from 1-8 to place them into 8 different groups. Depending on how many 

students are in the class, students will end up in groups of approximately 2-5 people depending 
on the size of the class. Once they have been numbered off, allow time for them to move so all 
the 1’s can sit together, 2’s, and so on. Make sure they take their packets and a writing utensil 
with them. 

2. Once students are in their groups, explain that it is time to “divide and conquer” one of the 
main tasks for attorneys during a trial – questioning witnesses!  In order to do this in a short 
period of time, each group will be assigned to the prosecution or defense and given one 
witness to question. Explain to students, “If your group is questioning one of your own side’s 
witnesses, that is called direct examination.  If your group is questioning a witness for the 
opposing side, it is called cross examination.”   

3. Cut the “Mock Trial - Assigned Responsibilities” chart (Handout 4) into squares and hand 
each group their assigned responsibility. Each responsibility is numbered to correspond with 
an assigned group number, so give group 1 the square numbered “1.” and so on. Then, have 
students turn to the “Examination of Witnesses” (Handout 5) and complete the top portion of it 
with the information on their square.  It is fill-in-the-blank. Tell students not to worry yet 
about who will play the role of witness.  For now, they are all working together as if they are a 
team of attorneys. 

4. Next, have students complete the remaining items on the “Examination of the 
Witness” (Handout 5) for their assigned witness using the witness affidavits. Walk around the 
room and encourage students to revise questions as needed and to consider follow-up 
questions that might enhance their line of questioning. 

5. When students are ready to share their questions, pull the class back together to receive the Pre
-Trial Directives (listed below). 

 

 PRE-TRIAL DIRECTIVES 
FOR GROUPS (Allow 5-10 
minutes for completion):  

1. While students are 
working in groups on their 
questions, pick two 
student volunteers who 
will read the prepared 
opening statements (one 
to read the prosecution’s, 
and one to read the 
defense’s opening 
statements) when it’s time 
for the trial. 
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2. Tell the class that within each group, they need to pick one person to play the role of 
attorney to ask the questions your group has prepared (it is up to you if you want to allow 
more than one person to ask questions to their assigned witness). 

3. Groups 1, 2, 7, and 8, also need to pick an additional person from their group to play the 
role of their witness on the stand.  These are the groups that were assigned Direct 
Examination questions. 

4. Reassure students that they are welcome to use notes, witness affidavits, or written 
questions while on the witness stand or when asking questions. 

 

 
BEFORE YOU BEGIN THE TRIAL (Allow 5-10 minutes for completion) 

1. Place a chair at the front of the room to act as the “Witness Stand.” There is no need to 
move other desks or chairs to mimic a courtroom, but feel free to do so if desired. 

2. Encourage students to keep the “Steps in a Trial” worksheet in front of them so they are 
able to follow along with what happens next in the trial. 

3. Let students know that when it is their turn to ask the witness questions to stand so the 
witness can easily see them. 

4. Remind students about courtroom decorum (maybe mention that only one person should be 
speaking at a time). Those acting out of accordance to the standards set by the judge will be 

found in contempt of court and 
asked to leave the courtroom 
(i.e. sit in the hall and miss out 
on the fun). 
5. When you’re ready, call the 
court to order. 
 
NOTE: Make the trial as 
authentic an experience as 
desired. Students love “All rise! 
The Honorable __________ 
presiding…,” attorneys 
standing to make objections, 
etc.  
 

 

THE MOCK TRIAL (Allow 20-30 minutes for completion) 

This script assumes you take on the role of judge. You can walk around the room while doing 
so, or station yourself near the witness stand. Do whatever comes naturally. Follow the basic 
script below, but feel free to add your style to it as you go.  

 

1. Have the bailiff call the court to order.  
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2. Have the four witnesses stand and swear them in all at once. 
3. Invite the student volunteer for the Prosecution to read the prepared opening statement 

provided (Handout 3.7). 
4. Invite the student volunteer for the Defense to read the prepared opening statement provided 

(Handout 3.8). 
5. Have the prosecutor call the first witness, Officer Roberson, to the stand. Allow the student 

volunteer from group 1 to conduct direct examination of Officer Roberson. (Be aware of 
your time: If you are short on it, you may need to encourage groups to narrow their list of 
questions.  If you have time to spare, encourage them to ask more.) 

6. Allow the student volunteer from group 5 to then cross examine Officer Roberson. 
7. Call the second prosecution witness, Dani Garwin, to the stand.  Allow the student 

volunteer from group 2 to conduct direct examination. 
8. Allow the student volunteer from group 6 to cross examine Dani Garwin. 
9. Have the prosecution rest its case. 
10. Call the first defense witness, the defendant, Charlie Mather.  Allow the student volunteer 

from group 7 to conduct direct examination. 
11. Allow the student volunteer from group 3 to cross examine Charlie Mather. 
12. Call the last witness for the defense, Andy Cormer.  Allow the student volunteer from group 

8 to conduct direct examination. 
13. Allow the student volunteer from group 4 to cross examine Andy Cormer. 
14. Have the defense rest its case.  
15. Briefly explain the concept of closing statements.  If time allows, ask for two student 

volunteers who would like to give it a try (one for prosecution and one for defense).  They 
will be “winging it,” but chances are good that if a student volunteers, then they are 
enjoying the trial immensely and are eager for the challenge.   

16. Have students turn to the “Jury Deliberation” page (Handout 6) and complete it as an exit 
ticket or have the class vote on which side made the more compelling case. 

 
 
MOCK TRIAL DEBRIEF (If time 
allows.) 
 
At this point, the students will have a lot 
to discuss and many questions to ask.  
Take as many questions as time allows 
and then consider sharing your contact 
information with the teacher so that you 
can answer any follow-up questions. 
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(HANDOUT 1) 
Diagram of the Courtroom 
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(HANDOUT 2) 
Steps in a Criminal Trial 

 
The order of the steps in a trial is as follows:  

1. Bailiff/Clerk opens the court session 

2. Judge enters room and takes his or her seat (the bench) 

3. Opening Statement by the PROSECUTION 

4. Opening Statement by the DEFENSE 

5. Direct-Examination by the PROSECUTION of a witness they call 

6. Cross-Examination by the DEFENSE 
 

------------ Prosecution Rests Its Case ---------- 

7. Direct-Examination by the DEFENSE of a witness they call 

8.   Cross-Examination by the PROSECUTION 

--------------- Defense Rests Its Case ------------- 

9.   Closing Statement by the PROSECUTION  

10.  Closing Statement by the DEFENSE 

11.  Final Closing by the PROSECUTION 

12.   Jury Instructions 

13.   Verdict 

 
*NOTE: This is a simplified list for 

classroom mock trial purposes only. 
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(HANDOUT 3.1) 
The State of Texas v. Charlie Mather 

 
Background of the Case 
 
At 10:45 p.m. on December 29th, in Sendista County Texas, police officer, Officer Roberson was on 
patrol when a black pickup truck was observed driving somewhat erratically.  The truck had drifted 
into the neighboring lane and swerved back into its own lane quickly.  Then the truck approached a 
stop sign and did not come to a complete stop until it was past the stop sign and covering the cross 
walk.  There were not many vehicles or pedestrians out at that time of night, but Officer Roberson 
decided to pull the truck over for a routine traffic stop to investigate.  As the Officer approached the 
vehicle, the driver quickly threw two empty beer cans into the back seat of the truck.  
 
The driver, 17 year-old Charlie Mather, was a local high school student who had just left a friend’s 
house and was heading for home.  When Officer Roberson asked the driver about the empty beer cans 
in the backseat, Charlie stated the car belonged to Dad, and were probably left over from the Dad’s last 
fishing trip. Given the erratic driving and the presence of the beer cans, Officer Roberson decided to 
conduct a Standardized Field Sobriety Test (SFST).  Charlie was asked to walk in a straight line, 
placing one foot directly in front of the other (touching the heel of one foot to the toe of the other) and 
then turn and repeat the process.  Charlie did ok, but his arms came up more than once from his sides to 
help with balance.  Then Officer Roberson instructed Charlie to raise one leg in front of the other 
(about six inches off the ground) and begin counting until instructed to stop.  Charlie did very poorly, 
dropping the leg twice and at one point stumbled to the side.  Upon conclusion of these two tests, the 
officer felt convinced that Charlie was under the influence of alcohol and did not feel it was necessary 
to conduct a “horizontal gaze nystagmus test” or a breath or blood alcohol test. However, the Officer 
did decide to call Charlie’s parents and wrote a ticket for DUI (Driving Under the Influence, Texas 
Alcoholic Beverage Code 106.041).  Charlie continues to deny touching any alcohol and the parents 
have hired an attorney to deal with this legal matter.   
 
Before the trial, the Sendista County police and the Sendista County prosecutor interviewed several 
witnesses who were with Charlie Mather at the friend’s house before Charlie left that night.  One 
witness, Andy Cormer, shared several pictures on Snapchat that revealed pictures of that night.  Most 
of the photos are of friends laughing and playing cards.  In one picture, Charlie is standing next to 
another witness, Dani Garwin, and each can be seen holding a beer can.  Dani Garwin stated that she 
saw Charlie take a few sips of beer that night, but that Charlie was not intoxicated.  Dani stated she was 
not worried about Charlie driving home that night because Charlie was not at all impaired. 
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(HANDOUT 3.2) 
 
Stipulated Facts 
 
 The traffic stop was made legally. 
 Charlie Mather tossed two empty beer cans into the back seat of the truck after being stopped by 

Officer Roberson. 
 Andy Cormer’s pictures on Snapchat were from the same night and were taken before Charlie left 

to drive home and are admissible.  
 One of those pictures shows Charlie Mather with a beer can in his hand. 
 Officer Roberson did not ask for or conduct a horizontal gaze test, portable breath test, or take a 

blood sample to test for the presence of alcohol. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Witnesses for the Prosecution 
 

Officer Roberson  
Dani Garwin  

 
Witnesses for the Defense 

 
Charlie Mather  
Andy Cormer  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Law 
 
Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code Sec. 106.041(a): 
A minor commits an offense if the minor operates a motor vehicle in a public place, or a watercraft, 
while having any detectable amount of alcohol in the minor's system. 
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(HANDOUT 3.3) 
 
Officer Roberson - Witness Statement 
 
My name is Officer Roberson and I have worked for the Sendista County Police Department for twenty
-two years.  I have a Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal Justice and four letters of commendation for 
meritorious service.  My patrol area covers a large portion of Sendista County and I typically work 
nights.  On the night of December 29th, I was on patrol around 10:45 p.m. when I witnessed a black 
pickup truck driving erratically.  First, it was drifting out of its lane and into the neighboring lane, and 
then it jerked back quickly into its own lane.  Next, it  cruised up to a stop sign without stopping until it 
was well past the sign, covering the cross walk.  At that point, I decided to make a traffic stop. 
 
 
Even though it was dark out, I was able to see with my flashlight as I approached.  I saw the driver toss 
what appeared to be two cans into the back seat.  The truck had a second row bench seat and as I 
neared the rear window, I noticed at least two open beer cans in the backseat that appeared to be empty.  
The driver was identified as Charlie Mather and he said he was heading home from a friend’s house.  
When asked about the beer cans the defendant said, “This is my dad’s truck.  I just borrow it 
sometimes.  I don’t know anything about any beer cans…must be his.  I don’t drink.” 
 
At that point I conducted a Standardized Field Sobriety Test 
(SFST), which includes three separate components.  The SFST is a 
common law enforcement tool, used to determine if a driver has 
been drinking.  First, I had Charlie walk a straight line, placing one 
foot directly in front of the other.  The heel of the front foot needs 
to touch the toe of the back foot each time you take a step, and 
subjects are instructed to keep their arms at their side.  Then the 
subject must turn and repeat the process walking back along the 
straight line.  Charlie did decently, but his arms came up more than 
once from his sides to help with balance.  Next, I had Charlie stand 
on one foot raising the other leg out front about six inches off the 
ground and count from 1-30 by the thousands. For example, “one 
thousand and one, one thousand and two…” and so on.  By 
“1,003” Charlie was off balance and had dropped his front foot to 
keep from falling.  Charlie smirked and tried to continue, but then 
stumbled to the side and was unable to complete the test. At that 
point I was convinced he was under the influence and I did not feel 
the need to complete the SFST, or conduct a breath or blood 
alcohol test.  I called Charlie’s parents and wrote a ticket for DUI 
(Driving Under the Influence, Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code 
106.041).  Because Charlie is under 21, a blood alcohol test 
wouldn’t have mattered anyway because ANY presence of alcohol 
in the system constitutes a DUI for minors. 
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(HANDOUT 3.4) 
 
Dani Garwin – Witness Statement 
 
My name is Dani Garwin and I am 17 years old.  I attend Sendista High School with Charlie Mather, 
whose locker is next to mine.  We’re not really friends, but our paths seem to cross a lot.  We have 
friends in common.  We even applied for the same job at Pauli’s Pizza, but Charlie got it.  Seems like 
Charlie always had a way of getting what he wanted. 
 
On December 29th, Andy Cormer invited a group of guys and girls over to hang out and play poker.  
We didn’t gamble for money, though, we just played for fun.  Andy’s dad has a weekly poker night 
where he and his friends actually gamble money, but we didn’t.  There were leftover snacks and beer 
from the adults’ poker game the night before, so we ate and drank some beer while we played cards.  
Charlie had a beer like the rest of us, and sipped on it all night.  I personally saw him drinking it while 
we were sitting at the poker table together.  He was sitting right next to me.  I’m not saying anybody 
was drunk this time around, not even close.  It wasn’t really that kind of party.  At one point I even 
teased Charlie about being a “lightweight” for only having one beer, but it wasn’t like some kind of 
“peer pressure” situation.  I was just giving him a hard time because he was winning and he was being 
kind of a jerk about it.   

Around 10:30 p.m., Charlie mentioned curfew at 11:00 and we wrapped up the poker game.  Andy was 
circulating and taking a few pictures so we stopped long enough to get a little group shot.  I was pretty 
tired, so I figured I’d head home too.  As Charlie left, I stood in the doorway saying goodbye to Andy 
and talking about plans for next weekend.  We watched him get in the truck and leave as we talked.  It 
looked to me like he had something in his hand as he climbed into the truck, but I can’t be sure what it 
was.  In my opinion, Charlie got what he deserved.  Even if he only had one beer at the party, he 
shouldn’t have driven afterwards.   
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(HANDOUT 3.5) 
 
Charlie Mather – Witness Statement 
 
My name is Charlie Mather and I am 17 years old.  I attend Sendista High School where I am on the 
honor roll and play on the varsity soccer team.  I have worked part-time at Pauli’s Pizza for the last 
year.   
 
Over the winter break from school, some kids from school would often get together in the evenings 
after work and hang out.  On December 29th, Andy Cormer invited some guys and girls over to play 
poker.  My dad plays poker with Andy’s dad once a week and they had just had their weekly poker 
night at the Cormer’s house the night before.  So we decided to do a “Junior Varsity Poker Night” 
where we wouldn’t gamble like the adults, but instead we would all just try our hand at poker with the 
chips and hang out. 
 
I borrowed my dad’s truck and went over to Andy’s around 7:00 p.m. My dad’s truck isn’t usually very 
clean, so I didn’t even notice the empty cans in the cup holders.  He probably had a few beers at the 
Cormer’s while he was playing poker the night before or maybe on his last fishing trip.  It isn’t unusual 
for him to have a couple of beers, but I’ve never seen him drink while driving.  He has always told me 
not to drink and drive.   
 
We were playing poker and having snacks when Andi brought out a six-pack of beer and handed one to 
each of us.  I don’t drink.  I wasn’t sure what to say so I just didn’t say anything.  I took the beer, 
opened it, and then I set it down on the coaster and left it there. 
 
Dani made a wisecrack about whether I was going to drink any beer, so I put the can to my lips a 
couple of times and pretended to drink a little.  I didn’t actually drink any of it.  I don’t know why I 
didn’t just say, “No thanks.”  I guess I didn’t want to look lame.  When I got pulled over, the flashing 

lights lit up the interior cabin of the truck and I saw the 
beer cans.  I panicked and tossed them in the back seat, 
afraid the cop would think I’d been drinking.  I was so 
nervous because I’ve never been pulled over before, and I 
didn’t handle it very well.  When I had to explain about the 
beer cans and get out of the car for a sobriety test, my heart 
was pounding and I thought I was going to pass out. I was 
so stressed out.  Everything the officer made me do 
required good balance, which I’ve never had.  I’m so 
clumsy, I didn’t stand a chance.  After this nightmare, 
paying lawyer fees, fines, and everything else, I don’t 
know if college is even an option anymore.  Plus, the 
soccer scholarship offers dried up as soon as I was charged 
with a DUI. 
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(HANDOUT 3.6) 
 
Andy Cormer – Witness Statement 
 
My name is Andy Cormer and I am 17 years old.  I go to school with Charlie Mather and Dani Garwin, 
and I work part time at Pauli’s Pizza with Charlie.  On December 29th, Charlie and I worked the lunch 
shift and it was an ordinary shift.  When we were walking to our cars as we left work, I suggested that 
our group of friends come over to my place for a “Junior Varsity” version of my dad’s poker night.  He 
had leftover food and beer and I knew it would be fun.  Charlie agreed and left in his dad’s truck. 
 
Later that evening around 7:00 p.m., everyone arrived and we set up the poker table and got out the 
snacks.  After we played a couple of hands, I went to get the beer from the fridge and started passing 
them out.  As I passed them out, Charlie seemed hesitant.  
 
Everyone was having a good time.  Charlie and I had several winning hands of poker.  Dani seemed 
annoyed and I recall Dani making a comment to Charlie about his beer but I didn’t hear what it was.  
Charlie looked a little frustrated and mentioned curfew and the drive home.  I sat at the table playing 
poker with them almost the whole night and not once do I recall Charlie actually taking a drink of that 
beer.  It sat there on the table, and he held it, but I don’t remember seeing him drink it.   
 
Charlie’s curfew was at 11:00 pm and he was one of the first to leave.  As Charlie left, Dani and I were 
standing in the doorway talking.  I didn’t see Charlie stumble or slur his words or do anything that 
would make me think he was impaired.  I am confident that not only was he not impaired, but he hadn’t 
even had a sip of alcohol.  If I thought for a second that he had, I wouldn’t have let him drive home.  
We look out for each other. 
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(HANDOUT 3.7) 
 

Opening Statement for the Prosecution: 
Your Honor, opposing counsel, ladies and gentlemen of the jury, the State will prove beyond a 
reasonable doubt that the defendant, Charlie Mather, a minor, did knowingly consume alcohol at a 
party on the night of December 29th. But the defendant didn’t just consume alcohol that night. Charlie 
also made the decision to get behind the wheel of a truck to drive the streets of Sandista County. The 
same streets that you and I drive, the same streets where construction workers may be working on the 
side of the road, or where a child may be crossing the street at the crosswalk to get home. You will hear 

from the defendant’s friend, 
Dani Garwin, who will 
testify that the defendant was 
drinking beer at a party just 
before getting behind the 
wheel to drive. The state will 
show you photographic 
evidence of the defendant 
with a beer in hand. You will 
also hear from Officer 
Roberson who was on duty 
that night and observed 
Charlie Mather swerving into 
the next lane and coasting 
past the stop sign nearly into 
the intersection. Officer 
Roberson will testify that not 
only was Charlie driving 
erratically, but he had two 
beer cans from the party, 
which he tossed in the back 
of the truck as soon as he was 
pulled over.  Charlie did this 

in hopes of hiding evidence of his night of drinking.  However, it was evident to Officer Roberson that 
Charlie had been drinking, so he conducted a sobriety test, which Charlie failed. It is lucky that the 
defendant did not hurt someone. The State will prove these things beyond a reasonable doubt and we 
will ask you to render the only just verdict in this case: that the defendant is guilty of Driving Under the 
Influence by a minor.  
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(HANDOUT 3.8) 
 

Opening Statement for the Defense: 
Your Honor, opposing counsel, ladies and gentlemen of the jury, Charlie Mather did not consume any alcohol 
on the night of December 29th. Like a lot of high school kids, Charlie went to play cards and hang out at a 
friend’s house. Charlie drove his Dad’s truck and promised to be home before 11:00 p.m. Charlie’s a 
responsible kid and a great student. But like a lot of kids, Charlie was put in an awkward situation when a 
friend passed out beer and Charlie didn’t quite know how to say “no.” So rather than make a scene, Charlie 
just took it and figured nobody would really notice that he didn’t drink it. Charlie played it cool but didn’t ever 
take a drink, and then just before leaving that night he poured it down the sink when nobody was looking. On 
the drive home, the radio station needed to be adjusted, which caused the car to swerve slightly. In fact, Officer 
Roberson apparently did not feel the need to conduct a more accurate test of Charlie’s blood alcohol level by 
administering a breath or blood test. Both would have proven that Charlie consumed no alcohol on the night in 
question. Instead, Officer Roberson relied on the less conclusive Standardized Field Sobriety Test. A test 
Charlie failed during that traffic stop because of fear. Charlie was shaking so uncontrollably that it was 
impossible to keep balance or focus on the task at hand.  In addition to this information, you will also hear 
testimony from Andy Cormer who was there that night at the gathering of friends with Charlie. Andy’s 
testimony will corroborate the fact that although Charlie held onto a beer can for part of the night, not once did 
Andy see Charlie take a single drink — because Charlie didn’t drink. Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, the 
prosecution has the burden of proof in this case. When all the testimony has concluded, we believe you will 
agree that Charlie Mather is not guilty of these charges. Thank you. 
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(HANDOUT 4) 
Mock Trial - Assigned Responsibilities 

 
 
CUT THIS PAGE INTO SQUARES.  Give group #1 the square marked “1” and so on.  They will use 
the square to fill-in-the-blanks on the top of the “Examination of Witnesses” (Handout 5), and then 
they should complete the rest of the handout together with their group.  FYI: Even numbered groups 
are Prosecution.  Odd numbered groups are Defense. 

1. We have been assigned to the PROSE-
CUTION. Our assigned witness is OF-
FICER ROBERSON. This is a witness 
for the PROSECUTION, therefore, we 
are writing DIRECT EXAMINATION 
questions for this witness to answer. 

2. We have been assigned to the DEFENSE. 
Our assigned witness is OFFICER ROB-
ERSON. This is a witness for the PROS-
ECUTION, therefore, we are writing 
CROSS EXAMINATION questions for 
this witness to answer. 

2. We have been assigned to the PROSE-
CUTION. Our assigned witness is DANI 
GARWIN. This is a witness for the 
PROSECUTION, therefore, we are writ-
ing DIRECT EXAMINATION questions 
for this witness to answer. 

3. We have been assigned to the DEFENSE. 
Our assigned witness is DANI GARWIN. 
This is a witness for the PROSECU-
TION, therefore, we are writing CROSS 
EXAMINATION questions for this wit-
ness to answer. 

3. We have been assigned to the PROSE-
CUTION. Our assigned witness is 
CHARLIE MATHER. This is a witness 
for the DEFENSE, therefore, we are writ-
ing CROSS EXAMINATION questions 
for this witness to answer. 

4. We have been assigned to the DEFENSE. 
Our assigned witness is CHARLIE 
MATHER. This is a witness for the DE-
FENSE, therefore, we are writing DI-
RECT EXAMINATION questions for 
this witness to answer. 

4. We have been assigned to the PROSE-
CUTION. Our assigned witness is 
ANDY CORMER. This is a witness for 
the DEFENSE, therefore, we are writing 
CROSS EXAMINATION questions for 
this witness to answer. 

5. We have been assigned to the DEFENSE. 
Our assigned witness is ANDY 
CORMER. This is a witness for the DE-
FENSE, therefore, we are writing DI-
RECT EXAMINATION questions for 
this witness to answer. 
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(HANDOUT 5) 
Examination of the Witness 

 
FILL-IN-THE-BLANKS:  We have been assigned to the _____________________ 
(Prosecution or Defense). Our assigned witness is _____________________. This is a witness for 
the _____________________ (Prosecution or Defense), therefore, we are writing 
_____________________ (Direct or Cross) Examination questions for this witness to answer. 
 

 
 
Use ONLY if you were assigned DIRECT EXAMINATION questions: When your  side calls a 
witness  
to the stand, your job is to ask direct questions. Direct questions are open-ended and do not guide a 
person to a specific response. For example: “What is your favorite class?” NOT: “Isn’t it true that 
history is your favorite class?”  
 

Direct Examination Question Starters to Consider: 

 
 
Use ONLY if you were assigned CROSS EXAMINATION questions: When the opposing side 
calls a witness to the stand, your job is to ask cross examination questions. Remember, cross 
examination questions can, and should, be leading questions. A  leading question is one that 
intentionally guides a person to a specific response. For example: “Isn’t it true that history is your 
favorite class?” NOT: “What is your favorite class?” 
 

Cross Examination Question Starters to Consider: 

 
 
1. _____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. _____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. _____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. _____________________________________________________________________________

Your Task: Create a list of questions to ask your assigned witness. Make sure you are clear on whether you are direct 
examining or cross examining your witness. Use the tips below to help you craft your questions and to make your    
witness examination a success!  

 

Explain… What did you see… 

Why do you think… What happened next? 

How did you react when… Give some examples of… 

Isn’t it true… Can you confirm… 

Yes or no, you… You have… 

…correct? You arrived home at… 
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 (HANDOUT 6) 
Jury Deliberation Form 

 

We, the jury, find the defendant Charlie Mather (guilty / not guilty) of Driving Under the Influence 

(Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code 106.041). 

 

Debriefing Questions: 

Now that the trial has concluded, what questions do you have for your Host or Teacher? Write them 
below for discussion purposes.  

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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