Fast Facts about Teen Drivers
Judge Gary Ellsworth, Spearman Municipal Court
1. Ask: What is the leading cause of death for U.S. teens?


(Give a prize if you have one if someone knows - i.e., calendar)
According to a Centers for Disease Control report in 2006, the #1 cause of death for teens in 
the U.S. is Motor Vehicle Crashes.  36% of all deaths in this age group are Motor Vehicle Crash related.

2. During 2004 – 4,767 teens (16 to 19) died of injuries caused by motor vehicle crashes and nearly 400,000 sustained nonfatal injuries that required a trip to the emergency room.

3. In 2006, 7,463 15 to 20 year old drivers were involved in motor vehicle crashes that caused fatalities.  They represented 12.9% of all drivers involved in fatal crashes.  3,490 of those deaths were the drivers themselves.  28% did not have a valid driver’s license.

4. The risk of motor vehicle crashes is higher among 16 to 19 year olds than any other age group.  They are 4 times more at risk than older drivers.
5. In 2005, teenagers accounted for 10% of the U.S. population while accounting for 12% of motor vehicle crash deaths.

6. The risk of a motor vehicle crash increases when unsupervised teen drivers are carrying teen passengers and that risk increases with the number of passengers.

7. The motor vehicle death rate for male drivers and passengers aged 16 to 19 is 1 ½ times that of their female counterparts.

8. According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration in 2006, 38% of male drivers between 15 and 20 years old involved in fatal crashes were speeding and 24% were drinking alcohol.
9. At all levels of Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC), the risk of involvement in a motor vehicle crash is greater for teens than older drivers.

10.  A 2005 report by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety cited that ½ of all teen deaths caused by motor vehicle crashes occurred between 3 p.m. and midnight.  54% of those deaths occurred on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday.
11.  In 2006, 25% of 15 to 20 year old drivers killed in MV crashes had a BAC of .08 or higher.  The severity of all MV crashes increases with alcohol involvement.

12.  Alcohol involvement is higher among young male drivers than female drivers.  27% of male drivers involved in fatal crashes were drinking alcohol compared to 15% of female drivers.  This should concern those who have daughters that are or will be passengers with male drivers.  And, going hand in hand with alcohol involvement is the reduced use of safety belts.

13.  Male teenage drivers with BACs in the .05-.08 range are 17 times more likely to be killed in single-vehicle crashes than their sober counterparts.  Female drivers with the same BAC are 7 times as likely to be killed.

14.  Now, with BACs of .08-.10, the risk of being killed in a single-vehicle crash accelerates to 52 times for male drivers and 15 times for female drivers than that of their sober counterparts.
15.  Introduce “Consequences” (12 minutes) or “Aftermath” (6 minutes) DVD or video depending on amount of time allowed.
16.  After video, you can say something along the lines that “Curbing drunk driving or bringing about public awareness about drunk driving is not the sole job of law enforcement, the Courts, our schools, or churches.  It takes Community-Wide involvement.  Offer to speak at other civic groups or organizations.
17.  If you have another prize, you could ask if anyone knows the penalties for MIP, MIC, or DUI for underage drinkers.
