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0o OUR TOWNO MAP OF DOGS

Learning Objectives: Students will TEKS: SS 7.15.A, 1.22.D; ELA 5.C, 10.A,

10.H, 13.A, 15.B, 22.B

1. Develop map reading skills by using
the TxDOT AOur Tow) g Materigls Needed: TxDOT AOur T

2. ldentify safe and unsafe practices. map
3. Write a personal or persuasive
narrative. Vocabulary:  Practices, map coordinates

Teaching Strategy:
1. Distribute a copy of the traffic safety map to each student.

2. Ask students to use the map coordinates to locate examples of both safe and
unsafe behaviors and actions pictured on the map.

3. Make a class list of these examples, discussing each issue as it is mentioned. In
the case of the unsafe behavior practices, students should suggest ways to correct
the behavior.

4. From the list developed above, each student should select one safe behavior which
is enforced by current law and, in his or her view, has the greatest effect on public
safety.

5. Using this choice, instruct the students to create personal experience narratives in
which a person makes the right choice for personal safety.

6. Using the blank grid provided, have stud
illustrating safe and unsafe transportation behavior.

Extension for GP/Pre -AP:
Students will create and present daily announcements during safety week that highlight

examples of personal experience narrativels ¢
on the map.
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AOUR TOWNo MAP OF DOOGS AND

Safe Behaviors Coordinates
1. 1.
2, 2,
3 3
4 4
5 5
6 6
7 7
8. 8.
9. 9.
10. 10.
Unsafe Behaviors Coordinates
1. 1.
2, 2,
3. 3
4 4
5 5
6. 6
7. 7
8. 8.
9. 9.
10. 10.
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X CAR O
(Automobile Tic, Tac, Toe)

Learning Objectives: Students will TEKS: SS 7.15.A, 7.15.B, 7.16.B, 7.21.B,
7.21.C, 7.21.A, 7.23.B
1. Analyze and evaluate safe driving
practices. Materials Needed: Texas Drivers
2. ldentify the branches of government. Handbook, Texas Government Packet,
nine student desks lined up in rows of
three each, chalkboard or flipchart paper
for Tic, Tac, Toe board, timer (optional)

Vocabulary: Distraction, aggressive
driving, suspension, conviction, DWI
(Driving While intoxicated) or DUI (Driving
Under the Influence), tailgating

Teaching Strategy:

1. Provide each student with a copy of the Texas Drivers Handbook (available at
www.txdps.state.tx.us or at www.tmcec.com). Before playing the game, distribute
the Texas Drivers Handbook during free time so the students can review.

2. Using the material from the Texas Drivers Handbook, explain that the class will now
participate in a game similar to the te
pencil/paper game Tic, Tac, Toe as a reinforcement for what they have learned.

3. Nine students will volunteer or be chosen to be car drivers. Give each volunteer
one of the full-page pictures of cars (attached). They will take their places in the
nine student desks.

4, Divide the remainder of the class into t
the other the A006s. 0 Draw a Ti c, Tac, |
score (a designated student should serve as the scorekeeper).
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5. Cal I on student #1 in the AXO0 group. Th
The teacher then asks the chosen car driver a question, who answers the question.
Explain that the drivers are all owed to

simply want to try and trick the student. Student #1 agrees or disagrees with the
answer given by the driver. Students may talk with other team members before
answering, but they should be discouraged from actually looking up the answers
themselves. If the student is correct, an X is placed on the board in the
corresponding spot. | f the student mi s
unless that would make that team win. In this case, the next student must answer a
guestion and earn the win. The game continues until one of the groups scores Tic,

Tac, Toe (vertically, horizontally, or diagonally).

The game may be repeated until class time is over or all questions are covered.
Notes to the Teacher:

1) In order to keep the game moving and be able to cover all the questions, it might be
necessary to set a timer. When the timer goes off, the student must agree or disagree
with the car driver.

2) The teacher might find it helpful to have students write down questions and correct
answers to be turned in for a grade instead of having team members aid the student
answering the question.

) 'S suggested that this | esson be f ol
r

A

3 | t
Dri ver 6s Seat : Do You Have What it Takes t

Extension for GP/Pre -AP:

Each car team will design a concept car that will incorporate a new safety feature into the
car. Students will write a description of the new car and its safety features, and will also
draw a picture of the new car. Students will research how to send the new design to a car
manufacturer and then do so if possible.

Students will spend one morning before school observing cars entering the school parking
lot. Teams will count different infractions, such as seat belt usage, speeding, usage of
turn signals, and miscellaneous other violations. Using their graphing skills, students will
average the percentage of students, teachers, or parents who violate or follow each rule
and then create graphs from those statistics. Using this data, students should produce a
school public safety ad that suggests solutions for frequent and/or dangerous infractions.
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Texas Government
Packet




COMPARING THE TEXAS CONSTITUTION
AND THE U. S. CONSTITUTION

. LENGTH

. DATE
ADOPTED

. AMENDMENTS

. BILL OF
RIGHTS

. SYSTEM OF
GOVERNMENT

. PUBLIC
POLICY

. GOVERNMENT
STRUCTURE

Detailed discussion
of specific policy
iIssues

Plural, weak
executive,
Two highest
appellate courts,
Bicameral
legislature

(O TEXAS O u. s.
100,000 WORDS 7,000 WORDS
1876 1789
456 27
Article | Amendments 1 -10

Unitary Federal

No discussion of
specific policy

issues

Singular, strong
executive,
One Supreme
Court,
Bicameral
legislature
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GOVERNMENT =110
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In Texas, there are essentially two forms of municipal governments today i
Mayor-Council and Council-Manager. Cities are divided into general law
and home rule cities. The main difference is that home rule cities have rule
making authority and are allowed to create and modify its form of
government to meet local needs, rather than being defined by the general
law, created by the Texas legislature. Thus, general law cities have less
flexibility. The type of city is defined in its charter.

Charteri The cityodos founding | egal doc
powers. It is similar to a constitution, but adopted by voters living in the city.
Only a general law city has a charter.

Mayor-Council i This is the most widely used form of city government in
less populated, rural cities. Most of the day-to-day operations of the city are
carried out be either the mayor or the city council. In this form of city
government, there are structures with strong mayors or weak mayors. For
example, in a strong mayor form of city government, the mayor has veto
power over ordinances passed by the council and often may hire and fire
employees.

Council-Manager i More popular in mid-sized and larger cities, voters who
reside in that city elect a city council and mayor, who in term hire a city
manager to carry out the council 0s

City Council i Acts as the legislative body for the city. Its involvement in the
operations of the city typically depend on the size of the city.

Mayor i Acts as the Chief Executive or head of the city; presides over city
council meetings; and often serves the city spokesperson.

City Council Members- Elected by residents who are qualified to vote.
City Elections - Municipal elections in Texas are nonpartisan in the sense

that candidates do not appear on the ballot on party lines, and do not run as
party tickets.

City Manager 1 In larger cities, the city manager is hired by the council to
manage the day to day operations of the city.

LEVEL TWO-20
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City Secretary - Records and maintains custody of all official city
documents. May serve as city treasurer in smaller cities.

Chief of Police i Hired by the city to run the police department which
handles criminal offenses within the city limits.

Municipal Judge i In Texas, usually appointed by the city council, but are
elected in more than a dozen Texas cities.

Court T Usually hired by the city council, manager, or judge to process the
cases that appear in municipal court.

Ordinance i A law passed by the city council.
THE FUNCTIONS OF CITY GOVERNMENT

The terms city, town and municipality are used to describe local government
in urban areas. A town is usually a smaller geographic area than a city. A big
city, or metropolis, may have suburbs. The larger the municipality, the
larger the range of services and functions.
1. Passing local laws affecting quality of life and public safety or health
issues.
2. Protecting public safety i traffic, police, fire, roads, sidewalks
3. Providing for public sanitation 7 waste and sewage
Certain functions are optional for cities in Texas:

1. Protecting public health T communicable diseases, hospitals, clinics,
emergency medical services

Providing utilities to citizens 1 electricity, water

Managing land use through zoning

Providing local transportation i buses, light rail, airport

Providing housing for local income groups and senior citizens
Providing for quality of life T libraries, public swimming pools,

recreation centers, community college, parks

ok wN
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THE FUNCTIONS OF TEXAS COUNTIES

Texas counties largely exist to perform certain functions for the
state:

6.

7.

Collecting certain state taxes and fees (for example, the sales tax on
automobiles)

Administrating and financing state elections

Maintaining records for the state (deeds, marriage licenses, wills, etc.)
Enforcing state law (particularly in rural areas)

Handling minor civil cases by county level judges and justices of the
peace (counties also provide office space for Texas district court
judges and supplement their salaries)

Prosecuting violators of state law by the county or district attorney

Registering automobiles

In addition, counties in Texas perform limited functions regarding
transportation and welfare:

1.

2.

Road and bridge building was once a major county function, and
counties largely remain responsible for such in rural areas.

Counties may also provide certain welfare services although this varies
from county to county.

Certain functions are optional for counties in Texas:

ok whE

Establishing county libraries;

Operating public cemeteries;

Financing and managing a county hospital and other health services;
Creating a county community college district;

Providing parks and airports; and

Contracting with other local governments to provide services such as
fire protection and emergency medical services.

LEVEL TWO-22




COUNTY GOVERNMENT

Commissioners Court 8 This is not a court but instead is the legislative
(policy-making) and executive (policy-administering) body for each county in
the state. It is made up of a county judge who is chosen in a partisan election
by the voters of the entire county and four commissioners, each of whom is
chosen in a partisan election by the voters in one of the four county
commissioners precincts into which every Texas county is divided. Each
commissioner is also responsible for his or her own precinct which includes
the building and maintenance of roads and bridges.

County Judge 6 In addition to his membership on the county commissioners
court and his participation in its decision-making, the county judge also has
some judicial duties. He/she presides over the constitutional county court
which in some counties means he/she hears minor civil cases as well as
Class A and Class B criminal misdemeanors. In the largest Texas counties
the Texas legislature has created one or more county courts at law for the
purpose of relieving the county judge of most, or all judicial duties.

County Sheriff 8 The sheriff has jurisdiction over the entire county but
especially in those counties with large cities, the sheriff limits himself/herself
to enforcing the | aw outside the
maintaining the county jail.

County Attorney 8 This individual serves as legal counsel for the county and
as such represents the county in legal matters and prosecutes criminal
misdemeanors in county and justice of the peace courts.

County Clerk 8 This officer is the recorder of all legal documents such as
deeds and contracts. In addition, this office issues marriage licenses and
birth certificates and serves as the clerk of both the county court and the
commissioners court. This individual is also responsible for the conduct of
elections.

County Tax Assessor-Collector 8 This officer collects the general property
tax for the county. In addition, this office collects fees for license plates and
certificates of title for motor ve
voters.
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County Treasurer & This officer is responsible for receiving, maintaining, and
disbursing county funds. In many counties the office has been eliminated by
constitutional amendment.

District Clerk 8 This individual is principally a court official who keeps court
records for county and district courts. In addition, this officer schedules cases
in these courts.

Justice of the Peace & In most, but not all, Texas counties there is at least
one justice of the peace for each of the four county commissioners precincts.
Larger counties may have more justices of the peace. The justice of the
peace has jurisdiction over minor
Class C misdemeanor criminal cases.

Constable 6 In most, but not all, Texas counties there is at least one
constable for each of the four county commissioners precincts. This

i ndividual 6s duties include execut:i
the justice of the peace courts.
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CITY AND COUNTY GOVERNMENT
COMPARISON

CITY

Varies-some are volunteers

City Council elections are nonpartisan.

Limited terms

Hundreds of people often pack a
council meeting.

City Council Meetings often run all day.

Some of the main duties of the city are
zoning, public safety and sanitation.

1 !* _
A —
o - ] 7
HERBLLIE Mium
a
|

COUNTY

Earns full time Salary

Commissioners run as Republicans,
Democrats, or members of another
political party.

Commissioners have no term limits.

Half-dozen or fewer often attend a
commissioners court meeting.

Commissioners court meetings usually
wrap up before noon.

One of the commi ssi
is to maintain miles of county roads in
their districts.

County government in Texas is often
called an extension of state
government. For instance, counties
collect auto registration fees for the
state, conduct statewide elections, and
administer state health programs.

Commissioners also approve the
budgets for other elected county
officials. These include the sheriff,
district attorney, treasurer, county clerk,
district clerk, tax assessor-collector,
constable, and justices of the peace.
Li ke judges, these
directly for the commissioners court.
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THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH IN TEXAS

Commissioner
of the General
Land Office

Texas Board of
Education
(15 members)

Comptroller of |
Public Accounts

TEXAS VOTERS

v

Texas Railroad
Commission
(3 members)

Attorney Governor Lt. Governor Commissioner
General of Agriculture
i Secretary of
: State
f....pl  Adjutant
: General
Director, Office
: 3.9 Of COmmunity
: Affairs
:...., Director, Office
: of State-Federal
: Relations
v
Appointed Governing Boards Health and
Education < and Commissioners for state > Human
agencies and universities Services
Regulatory Transportation
v v
Natural General Public Safety Employee
Resources Government and Corrections Benefits
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COURT STRUCTURE OF TEXAS

" The Supreme Court of Texas
Hears all civil appeals from the

Courts of Appeals

Handles appeals of all juvenile
the Courts of

cases from
Appeals

HAE

Civil Appeals

Texas Court of Criminal
Appeals
e Handles all criminal cases State

that have been appealed from
the Courts of Appeals

Hears appeals for all death
penalty cases

Highest
Appellate
Courts

Criminal Appeals } A

[l courts of Appeals
e Hear all civil

cases and criminal
appealed from district or county courts, with the
exception of death penalty cases

e Handle appeals of juvenile cases

cases that are

Has Been Assessed

A

Cases in Which Death Penalty

Hear divorce and child custody cases
Hear all criminal cases that are considered felonies

District Courts

e Hear civil cases that involve damages over $200

[ ]

[ ]
¢ Handle juvenile cases

State Intermediate
Appellate Courts

State Trial Courts of
General and Special
Jurisdiction

Hear civil cases that involve damages between $200 and $100,000

Handle wills and estates

Hear criminal cases with fines of $500 or more and jail time up to one

year

Hear retrials of cases appealed from justice of the peace or municipal

courts

I County Courts
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
¢ Handle juvenile matters

County Trial
Courts of
Limited
Jurisdiction

Handle lawsuits involving

damages of not more than $5000

Share responsibility with
municipal courts with
misdemeanors which are
punishable by a fine, but no jail
time, conduct weddings, issue

qIIP Justice of the Peace Courts
search and arrest warrants
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Municipal Courts
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Share responsibility with
justice of the peace courts
with misdemeanors which are
punishable by a fine, but no
jail time

Handle criminal violations in
cases involving the health
and public safety of the
citizens of the city

Handle civil cases that involve
dangerous dogs

Handle city ordinances

Local Trial
Courts of
Limited
Jurisdiction




Texas State Capitol

Austin, Texas

Number of members of the
House of Representatives

Number of members of the Senate

Term of office of the
House of Representatives

Term of office of the Senate
Minimum Age to hold office in House
Minimum Age to hold office in Senate
Presiding Officer in Senate

Presiding Officer in House

Regular Session of Legislature

Major Sources of Revenue

31

Two years

Four years

21 years old

26 years old

Lt. Governor
Speaker of House

Every other year
for 140 days

Sales Tax and
Motor Fuel Tax

X 2 2 26 2 6 26 2 b 2 b 6 6 % %%

United States Capitol
Washington, D.C.
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Number of members of the
House of Representatives

Number of members of the Senate

Term of office of the
House of Representatives

Term of office of the Senate
Minimum Age to hold office in House
Minimum Age to hold office in Senate

Presiding Officer in Senate

Presiding Officer in House
Session of Congress

Major Sources of Revenue

100

Two years
Six year

25 years old
30 years old

President of the Senate
(Vice President of U.S.)

Speaker of House
Two Years
Individual and

Corporate Income
Taxes



10.

———
QUESTIONS FOR X CAR O
{m

What does the color orange mean on a traffic sign?
(It means a construction and maintenance warning, p. 5-4)

Which is longer-the U.S. Constitution or the Texas Constitution?
(The Texas Constitution by over 93,000 words, see chart p. Level
Two-19)

What type of license permits a person to drive a single unit vehicle?
(Class C, p. 1-5)

Besides making a turn, pulling away from a parking space, or
slowing down/stopping, what is another time a driver should signal?
(When changing lanes, p. 6-1)

True or False: The definition of intoxication includes only alcohol.
(False, p. 10-1)

True or False: One of the duties of city governments in Texas is
collecting automobile registration fees (for license plates) for the
state. (False, see chart p. Level Two-20)

What does a flashing yellow light mean?
(Slow down and proceed with caution, p. 5-2)

When one vehicle is towing another, the drawbar, chain, rope, cable,
or other connection must not be longer than how many feet from one
vehicle to the other? (Fifteen, p. 14-11)

Who is in charge of the county jail where you might be held if you are
arrested for not contacting the appropriate court and dealing with
tickets which you have received for a variety of serious traffic
offenses? (The county sheriff, see chart p. Level Two-23)

How far should one park from a fire hydrant? (15 feet, p. 7-2)

LEVEL TWO-29



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

———
QUESTIONS FOR X CAR O
{m

In Texas, over what percentage of blood-alcohol concentration is
illegal for a driver? (0.08%, p. 10-9)

What is a regulatory sign? (It tells a driver what he or she must do,
p. 5-12)

Who is the official who serves as legal counsel for the county and, as
such, prosecutes criminal misdemeanors in county and justice of
peace courts? (The county attorney, see chart p. Level Two-23)

What is the maximum fine for a first DWI offense?
($2,000.00, p. 10-2)

What is the maximum fine for parking in a disabled parking space
without the approved license plate or windshield identification card?
($500, p. 7-2)

What is the minimum age for a person to hold an instruction permit?
(15, p. 1-2)

Who is the presiding officer of the Texas Senate? (The Lt. Governor,
see chart p. Level Two-28)

What is the maximum speed limit (unless otherwise posted) allowed
for a passenger car on a highway outside an urban district? (70
mph, p. 8-3)

Who, if anyone, can give authorization to a person to stand in the
roadway for the purpose of soliciting a contribution? (The local
authority having jurisdiction over the roadway, p. 12-1)

What are city laws called? (Ordinances, see p. Level Two-21)
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21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

—
QUESTIONS FOR X CAR O

Py < X p——-

How often should a driver stop when driving for a long distance?
(Every two hours, p. 9-4)

On what side of the road should a pedestrian walk if there are no
sidewalks? (Left, p. 12-1)

What courts handle the great number of traffic violations which are
misdemeanors punishable by a fine but no jail time? (Justice of the
peace courts and municipal courts, see chart p. Level Two-27)

True or False: ANY drug, legal or illegal, can affect the mental and
physical skills needed to drive a motor vehicle. (True, p. 10-1)

If a pedestrian crosses a street without using a pedestrian tunnel or
overhead pedestrian crossing, to which vehicles must he or she
yield the right-of-way? (All, p. 12-1)

Who is the Chief Executive in a city? (Mayor, p. Level Two-20)

What does a driver do if an emergency vehicle is sounding a siren or
flashing a red light? (Pull to the right edge of the roadway and stop,
p. 4-6)

True or False. The members of the State Board of Education are
appointed by the Governor of Texas. (False, see chart p. Level Two-
25)

How is a minor defined in Texas law as far as possession and

consumption of alcohol is concerned? (Someone under 21 years of
age, p. 10-3)
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30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

N
QUESTIONS FOR X CAR O

P < I Jp —N

May bicyclists ride on shoulders of a road? (Yes, p. 13-2)

What does a guide sign tell a driver? (It identifies the road and in
some cases furnishes information which makes the trip more
pleasant and interesting, p. 5-16)

Where is the Bill of Rights found in the Texas Constitution?
(Article I, see chart p. Level Two-19)

Name two automobile passengers who, under Texas law, are
required to wear safety belts. (The driver, front seat passengers,
and children under five or under 36 inches in height if occupying a
seat in a vehicle that is equipped with a safety belt, p. 14-1)

True or False: It is permissible to park in a disabled parking spot as
long as there are at least two additional disabled spots available.
(False, p. 7-2)

To what court would you appeal a conviction for a traffic violation and
a fine given you by a municipal court or a justice of the peace court?
(County court, see chart p. Level Two-27)

What are the two forms of city government in Texas? (Mayor-Council
and Council-Manager, p. Level Two-20)

True or False: A good driver knows that the faster one goes the
greater the distance one should keep from the car ahead of him or
her. (True, p. 8-1)

In what Texas court would you file your case if you wanted to sue for
$3,000,000 the person who hit your car and caused serious physical
and property damage to you, your family, and your automobile?
(District court, see chart p. Level Two-27)

In 2001, in what percentage of fatal crashes was alcohol found to be
the main cause of the accident? (28%, p. 10-8)
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40.

4].

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

e
QUESTIONS FOR X CAR O

P < X .

What happens to traffic fines in a construction zone? (They are
doubled when workers are present, p. 5-23)

What is the term for a two non-tandem wheeled device designed for
transporting one person that is self-balancing and propelled by an
electric propulsion system with an average power of 750 watts or
one horse-power? (EPAMD or Segway, p. 14-4)

What is the highest court in the state for civil appeals only? (The
Supreme Court of Texas, see chart p. Level Two-27)

What does restriction code A mean? (A person must drive with
corrective lenses, p. 1-18)

True or False: The state is the only level of government that sets
speed limits. (False, p. 8-3)

What is the legislative (policy-making) and executive (policy
administering) body for each county in the state called?
(Commissioners court See chart p. Level Two-23)

True or Fal se: Everyoneds driv
the same drug. (False, p. 10-1)

What do the diagonal stripes on barricades mean? (They guide the
driver towards the direction to which the traffic is to pass, p. 5-24)

True or False. Texas counties largely exist to perform certain
functions for the state. (True, see chart p. Level Two-23)

What is required before a police officer may stop a vehicle?
(Reasonable suspicion or probable cause, p. 10-4)
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50.

51.

52.

53.

4.

55.

56.

S7.

58.

59.

—
QUESTIONS FOR X CAR O

Py < X p——-

True or False: Texas law requires bicycle riders to wear an
approved bicycle helmet. (Falsed but it is highly recommended,
p. 13-2)

Which has been amended more-the Texas Constitution or the U.S.
Constitution? (The Texas Constitution -456 to 27 for the U.S., see
chart p. Level Two-19)

What is the number one killer of teenagers? (Driving under the
influence, p. 10-2)

When does the Texas Legislature meet in regular session? (Every
other year for 140 days, see chart p. Level Two-28)

What is the highest court in the state for criminal cases only? (Court
of Criminal Appeals, see chart p. Level Two-27)

Almost two-thirds of all motorcycle crashes are caused by whom?
(The automobile driver, p. 14-7)

When turning left, does the driver have to yield to vehicles that are
coming from the other direction? (Yes, p. 4-2)

What is the number of members of the Texas Senate? (31, see chart
p. Level Two-27)

True or False: If a driver experiences a skid, he or she should steer
in the direction of the skid and then gently straighten the wheels to
help recover control of the car. (True, p. 9-5)

What is one of the major sources of revenue for the State of Texas?
(Sales tax or motor fuels tax, see chart p. Level Two-28)
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60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

———
QUESTIONS FOR X CAR O
{m

What deadly gas might be produced when a motor is left running
inside a garage? (Carbon monoxide, p. 14-11)

What is the minimum age to hold office in the Texas House of
Representatives? 21 (See chart p. Level Two-28)

What courts hear all civil cases and criminal cases that are appealed
from district or county courts with the exception of death penalty
cases? (Court of Appeals, see chart p. Level Two-27)

True or Fal se: | f onedbds car br
tie a white cloth on the antenna or raise the hood. (True, p. 9-5)

True or False: Speed limits are the same for both day and night.
(False, p. 8-3)

Certain functions are optional for counties in Texas. Name one of
these. (Establishing county libraries OR operating public cemeteries
OR financing and managing a county hospital and other health
services OR creating a community college district OR providing
parks and airports, see chart p. Level Two-20)

Is it legal for a car to have a siren on it? (No, not unless it is an
emergency vehicle, p. 2-4)

What is the maximum fine for consuming an alcoholic beverage while
operating a motor vehicle in a public place? ($500, p. 10-1)

What is the title of the county officer who is the recorder of all legal
documents such as deeds and contacts and also issues marriage
licenses and birth certificates? (County clerk, see chart p. Level Two-
23)

LEVEL TWO-35
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69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

V
QUESTIONS FOR X CAR O
{m

What is the maximum fine for a person driving without a license on
the first conviction? ($200, p. 1-17)

What should a driver do if he or she experiences a blowout? (Take
his or her foot off the gas and gently apply the brakes, p. 9-6)

True or False: City council elections in Texas are nonpartisan, but
county commissioners run as Republicans, Democrats, or members
of another political party. (True, see chart p. Level Two-25)

True or False: Duties applicable to a driver operating a motor vehicle
do not apply to a rider of a bicycle. (False, p. 13-1)

True or False: Texas voters elect the Commissioner of the General
Land Office, the Comptroller of Public Accounts, the Attorney
General, the Commissioner of Agriculture, and the Railroad
Commissioners. (True, see chart p. Level Two-26)

What is the minimum amount of liability insurance a person must
carry against property damage? ($15,000, p. 3-1)

In what Texas courts are all criminal cases that are considered
felonies first heard? (District courts, see chart p. Level Two-27)
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| N THE DRI VEROS SEAT: DO
IT TAKES TO BE A GOOD DRIVER IN TEXAS ?

Learning Objectives: Students will

1. Explain the graduated drivers license
process.

2. Identify major sources of revenue for
municipal, county, and state
governments.

3. Identify the rights and responsibilities
of Texas citizens.

4. Use decision-making skills to correctly
answer questions needed to complete
the final phase of the lesson.

5. Analyze current traffic rules and
evaluate their purpose and

TEKS: SS 7.15.A, 7.15.B, 7.16, 7.16.B,
7.17.A, 7.23.A-B; ELA 1.A, 2.B, 8.B, 22.B,
13.G

Materials Needed: Texas Drivers
Handbook, License card for each student,
face stickers (in profile), ink stamp pad for
fingerprinting

Vocabulary: Social Security, eligible,
violate, contest, municipal, federal, TxDOT,
guardian, municipal judge, justice of the
peace (JP), misrepresent, privilege,

AV

effectiveness.

impulsiveness, impairment,
implementation, provisional, revenue.

Teaching Strategy:

1. On day one give students an opportunity to read the Texas Drivers Handbook.
Explain that students wil|l be simulating
Texas. The teacher will handout sets of the Texas Drivers Handbook to students
and tell them to be ready to take the ¢
prepare, divide the class into small groups of three to quiz each other over the
information in the handbook and ask students to write one question from the
handbook.

2. Day two ask each student to read their question to the class. Have the other
students record their answer. After all the students have read their question go
back to the first student and have them give the answer. Ask students to check their
answer. Ask how many students got it correct. Ask for question then move to the
next student.

3. On day three, the teacher will set up the classroom to reflect a Department of
Public Safety (DPS) office. Students will continue to study in groups of three until
the teacher feels they are ready to take

4, Three volunteers are to be designated as DPS employees. Two will be the Test
Proctors/Graders, who will give and score the test. The third student volunteer will
be the Photo and Fingerprinting Clerk
passing the final test.
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5. Distribute the tests when the teacher feels students are ready to test. As they finish
the test, they will hand their tests to the students designated as proctors/graders,
who will grade the tests.

Note: Students must earn a grade of 70 or above to receive their licenses. They
may retake the test until they get a 70 but should be encouraged to study again
before retaking it. If there are students who continue to have difficulty passing the
test, give them a copy of the questions and allow them to use the Texas Drivers
Handbook to complete the answers.

6. Once a student passes the test with a 70, he or she goes to the licensing clerk, who
fingerprints the student, placing the fingerprint on the license along with the profile
sticker to simulate the photograph. The student then goes to the teacher, who
signs the license as the issuing authority.

7. Follow up Activity i Ask students to think about all the rules they have learned and
evaluate them as follows:

What is the purpose of all these rules?

Which rules make the most sense to you? Why?

Which rules make the least sense to you? Why?

If you were asked to create a new traffic law, what would it be?

What traffic laws should be made concerning the use of cell phones while

driving? Find out how this is addressed in other states.

e If you could repeal one rule, what would it be?

e On some sections of the Autobahn in Germany, there is no speed limit. Do you
think this is a good idea or not? Explain your reasoning.

« Why do you think most traffic laws are passed by state governments rather than

national or local governments?

TEACHER KEY FOR DRI VEROGS TEST:

1.  C(p.10-3) 9.  B(p.10-2)
2. D(p.6-1) 10. A (p. 13-1)
3. A(p.109)  11. B (p.8-1)
4. C(p.12-1) 12.  A(p.9-5)
5. A(p.6-5) 13.  C(p. 13-2)
6. D(p.10-1)  14. B (p.10-1)
7. C(p.7-3) 15.  A(p.7-2)
8. B (p. 10-9)
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Extension for GT/Pre -AP:

Students wil|l draw a distinction bet ween
class will conduct a debate in which the students have to first decide, then defend their
position as to whether having a driveroés

Have students create their own questions for the driving test.

. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
DRIVER LICENSE

CLASS:
DOB:
DL#:

| AM A LEARNING PERMIT

. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
DRIVER LICENSE

CLASS:
DOB:
DL#:

| AM A LEARNING PERMIT
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appropriate hand signal?

A. When changing lanes
B. When make a left or right turn
C. When pulling away from a parking space which is parallel to the curb

D. All of these

3. In Texas, beyond what percent of Blood-Alcohol Concentration is illegal?

A. 0.08 percent
B. 0.09 percent
C. 0.10 percent
D. 0.12 percent

4. Which of the following is a TRUE statement?

I S - .. LEVEL TWO-37 =1 TEN BN BN

1. Il n Texas, a NAminoro i s someone under what
A. 18
B. 19
C. 21
D. 25
2. Which of the following is a time when a driver should use signal lights or the

f

S .

A. Walk on the right side of the road if there are no sidewalks.
B. The pedestrian ALWAYS has the right-of-way.
C. When crossing at a crosswalk, keep right if possible.
D. It is permissible to stand in the roadway in order to get a ride, contributions, or
conduct business.
Do not turn 5. A conclusion one can make
wide like this to Make a Right Turn, 0 i
..I"F_-._-."";,
\k"l,"'r ____-_-T‘:.; A. A driver such as the o
H Lﬂ- ! would have to slow down when making the
: =| r right turn in order to pull sharply into the right
| K] lane.
| o == B. icCar 20 veering into t
I LA right turn was permissible because the driver
: quickly returned to the right lane.
| 2 C. It would be permissible to turn right from the left
I lane if there were no cars in the right lane.
: '1!- ‘ D. All of these are accurate conclusions.
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6. Which of the following drugs can affect the mental and physical (psychomotor) skills
needed to drive?

A. Alcohol
B. Marijuana
C. Tranquilizers

D. All of the above

7. The reason there are striped areas adjacent to disabled parking spaces is because:
A. The striped area can sometimes be used for additional parking space for the
disabled if needed.
B. The striped area is considered a warning area to highlight the disabled parking
spaces.
C. The striped area is provided for wheelchair lifts.
D. The striped area is given for non-disabled to get the best parking spaces.
8. In 2001, alcohol was found to be the main cause of what percent of all fatal crashes?

A. 10 percent
B. 28 percent
C. 50 percent
D. 78 percent

9. What is the number one killer of teenagers?
A. Driving to school or work
B. Driving under the influence
C. Reckless driving
D. Underage driving

10. What is a device called that is propelled by human power upon which any person may
ride and has two tandem wheels either of which is more than 14 inches in diameter?

A. Bicycle

B. Car

C. Scooter

D. Motorcycle
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+ sanes e v PROKIMATE ST OPPIN DI TNCES ooy me | 11, LOOKINg at the table, what is the difference of the
S, mkes how marmy Teet you ravel whie hadng 8 iop. o necessary feet needed to make a stop from a car
- _-.cﬂ 63 Feel o Bl going 40 miles per hour and a car going 60 miles
per hour?
@eing 30 ﬁ 103 Fest To Sto0
Going 40 a EI 164 Feet To Stop A. 65 feEt
B. 139 feet
Soing Ecﬂ 110 115|£:3F:-:-'.T-: Biop C 62 feet
Geing E0 ‘“ |131 174 |03 Feet To Btop D. 76 feet
357 Feet To Blop
Golng 70 ﬂ 154 33
AND THIS 15 WATH GO0 BRAKES AND TIRES ON DRY, LEVEL PAVEMIENT

12. What would be the BEST title for

Steering out the diagram shown to the left?
of a skid Turn steering
wheel in
direction of A The Proper Way to Steer
skid Out of a Skid

i B. The Improper Way to
1* —T 4 -h"""“--‘ Steer Out of a Skid
\,* C. Thinking About Skidding
.""* D. Reasons to Keep Tires at

the Proper Inflation

13.  Which of the following is a TRUE statement regarding bicycles?

A. Bicycles MUST be equipped with a mirror.

B. Bicycle riders MUST wear an approved bicycle helmet.

C. Bicycles ridden at night MUST be equipped with a white light visible at a
distance of at least 500 feet to the front of the bicycle.

D. Bicyclists may NOT ride on the shoulders of a road.

14.  Possession of an open container of an alcoholic beverage increases the minimum term
of confinement for a first offense by how much?

A. 1 day
B. 3 days
C. 5 days
D. 10 days

15.  How far should one park from a fire hydrant?

A. 15 feet
B. 20 feet
C. 25 feet
D. 30 feet
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RULES OF THE ROAD

1.

2.

Learning Objectives: Students will

Analyze the reasons behind common
traffic safety rules.

Apply traffic rules and laws to
simulated driving experience.

Use decision-making skills to answer
guestions regarding safety laws to
move from home to the mall.

TEKS: SS 7:15.A, 7:15.B, 7:16.B,
7:21.B, 7:21.C, 7:23.B; ELA 1.A, 10.A,
10.B, 10.K, 13.B, 13.C, 13.D, 136

Materials Needed: Each group will
need the following: TXDOT game board,
one TxDOT spinner, one set of question
cards, one set of consequence cards,
rules of the game, game pieces, Traffic

4. Identify the three branches of
government and their relationships to
safe driving in Texas.

Safety Information Sheets

Vocabulary: Department of Public
Safety, pedestrian, intersection,
legislative, executive, judicial

Teaching Strategy:

1. Divide the class into groups of four, and assign each member of the group one of
the following topics: rules for pedestrians, rules for passengers in cars, rules for
bicycle safety, and rules for in-line skate safety.

2. Have the students move to their similar group topics. In other words, students
assigned pedestrians would get together, students assigned passengers would get
together, and so forth. They should read and analyze the Traffic Safety
Information Sheet to which they were assigned.

3. Give each student a ASafety Wheel 06 handc
the Traffic Safety Information Sheet to which they were assigned to complete the
assignment.

o Tell the students to put the name of their topic in the center of the wheel (in-line
skate/skateboards, cars, bicycle safety, pedestrian, or passenger).

o Tell them to pick the four rules they consider the most important and rewrite
them in Akid friendlyo in the ARuUl ed s

e Then pick one good consequence for following the rule and write that in the

fGood Consequenceo section. Pick one ¢k
the rule and write that in the section
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4. When visuals have been completed, ask students to move back to their original
groups of four students. Allow members of the group five minutes for sharing what
they have learned, using their visuals to teach the others.

5. Once each member of the group has finished sharing information on their topics,
explain to the students they are about t
the Road. 0 This game will reqguire the

board by answering questions dealing with traffic safety issues from the
information sheets they studied.

6. Hand out the TxDOT game board, one set of the playing cards, one TxDOT

spinner, game pieces, traffic safety inf
ARul es of the Roado instruction sheet to
the students. Allow students to reference the visuals created as needed to play

the game.

Note: Question cards are more difficult for Level Two than Level One.

Extensions for GP/Pre -AP:

Using the consequence cards, write a personal experience paragraph. Use one of the
following: simile, metaphor, antonym, or hyperbole.

Students will use the TXDOT game in a community outreach effort with primary grade
students in their school district.

Students will analyze the consequences or penalties associated with breaking common
traffic rules to determine if they are fair, firm enough, or not firm enough. If the penalties
are found to be deficient in some way, students should determine how they should they be
changed.
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SAFETY WHEEL
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