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Background:  The Driving on the Right Side of the Road (DRSR) program began in 
2008. The Texas Municipal Courts Education Center (TMCEC) developed resources 
for municipal court personnel and classroom teachers to be able to provide traffic 
safety outreach to youth. DRSR, a traffic safety program, is a TMCEC program 
developed collaboratively with Law-Related Education (LRE) (a division of the State 
Bar of Texas and Law Focused Education, Inc.) and funded through a grant by the 
Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT). 
 
What is DRSR?:  It is a series of lessons for social studies classes at the elementary, 
middle, and high school levels that focus on citizenship education and traffic safety. 
Working with LRE, colorful and interactive lessons were developed. The materials lend 
themselves to the use of guest speakers in the classroom. DRSR recommends that 
teachers contact local judges and court support personnel and ask them to serve as 
resource persons in classrooms. Resource persons can bring the lessons alive by 
providing real life or hypothetical examples, accurate descriptions of what the law 
requires, and serve as positive role models for students. 
 
Resources:  There are many program resources available and are located on the 
TMCECôs traffic safety website:  
http://tmcec.com/tmcec/MTSI/Driving_on_the_Right_Side_of_the_Road_Materials.  

About the Authors:  
Denise Baxindine taught 2nd grade and 3rd grade at the IDEA Academy in Donna, 
Texas.  She is a graduate of the University of Richmond in Richmond, Virginia and 
currently a graduate student in Social Work at the University of Texas at Austin.  
 
Molly Powers taught 5

th
 grade at P.S. Garza Elementary School in Donna, Texas.  She 

is a graduate of Rhodes College in Memphis, Tennessee and currently a law student 

at the University of Texas at Austin. 

Our Town Map 
 

TxDOT Land Board Game 
 

Mock Trials 
 

Computer Based Learning, English 
and Spanish 

Activity Center Activities 
 

Do Nows 
 

Numerous Hands-On Lessons for 

Learning 

Substitute Lesson Plans 

For more information:  
Contact Lisa Robinson, TMCEC Traffic Safety Grant Administrator, at 
robinson@tmcec.com (512.320.8274). 

Driving on the Right Side of the Road Overview   
 

Texas Municipal Courts Education Center  
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Traffic Safety Centers:  

Effective Classroom Implementation  

You should have:  
 
12 Traffic Safety Centers - Student Directions 
12 Traffic Safety Centers - Corresponding Student Worksheets 
12 Traffic Safety Centers - Teacher Lesson Plans 
10 Traffic Safety Information Sheets 
 
 Unit I:  
 Safety on a Bus 
 Safety on the Street 
 Safety on a Bicycle 
 Safety in a Vehicle 
 
 Unit II:  
 Safety on a Bus 
 Safety on the Street 
 Safety on a Bicycle 
 Safety in a Vehicle 
 Traffic Safety Facts 
 Traffic Safety Laws 
 
Using These Materials (recommendations):  
 
The following are recommendations only. Teachers should feel free to adapt the material as 
necessary to fit the unique needs of their respective classrooms.  
 
We recommend providing each student with an individual copy of the Traffic Safety Information 
Sheets on their level. Generally speaking, Unit I is for Kindergarten and 1

st
 grade. Unit II is 

intended for 2
nd

, 3
rd

, and 4
th
 grades. To help with organization, and to ensure that students can 

reuse materials throughout the year, we recommend students have a separate folder for their 
Traffic Safety Information Sheets. Since these sheets are used in nearly every center activity, it 
would be beneficial to use sheet protectors to increase their durability.  
 
To get the students started, teachers may want to read through the information with the whole 
class. Alternatively, teachers may decide to go through the information in a small group with 
struggling readers, and may allow advanced readers to access the information on their own. 
Likewise, teachers may choose to complete each center activity as a whole group with teacher 
modeling, before allowing the students to complete the activities as independent centers. 
Again, this will vary from class-to-class or even student-to-student, and will depend on such 
things as reading level, age group, and degree of student independence. Teachers should use 
their discretion in deciding what is most appropriate for their classes. 
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Traffic Safety Centers:  

Effective Classroom Implementation  

Ultimately these materials are designed to be independent center activities for students to 
complete on their own while the teacher is working with small groups in some other capacity. 
Since the centers have been created to incorporate both ELA and the Social Studies TEKS, 
they could be given as centers during these blocks of time. To ensure proper use, and to 
minimize interruptions to the teacher, we recommend providing students with basic training on 
how to use the centers, as well as making sure they have access to all the additional materials 
needed to complete each activity. 
 
Substitute Lesson Plan:  
 
These materials can easily be used as a lesson for a substitute. Since the directions on the 
materials are very simple and include pictures and the necessary materials, a substitute should 
be able to implement them effectively in the teacherôs absence.  
 
Why Use These Materials?  
 
Not only do these materials support the acquisition of Texas ELA and Social Studies Standards 
(the TEKS), but they simultaneously teach an extremely important (and often overlooked) topic
- traffic safety. According to the Center for Disease Control, crashes are the leading cause of 
death for children under the age of 19. In fact, more that 12,000 children in the United States  
die every year from unintentional injuries. The information contained in these materials will help 
teach children some basic, yet potentially life-saving, safety information. For some students, 
application of the knowledge acquired through these activities could mean the difference 
between life and death. Thank you for helping join a nationwide effort to protect our children 
from unnecessary harm.  



Safety Centers ð 5 

 

Teaching Strategy:  
 
Note:  It is recommended students complete these activities first as part of whole group 
instruction, under the guidance of the teacher.  After students are familiar with the activity and 
materials, they may be used as independent learning centers during ELA or Social Studies 
blocks. 

 
1. Give each student a copy of the Alphabet Traffic Safety directions, the corresponding 

Alphabet Traffic Safety worksheet, and the various traffic safety information sheets 
(ex: Pedestrian Safety, Bus Safety, etc.) that are found at the end of this packet. 

 
2. Be sure each child has access to the additional materials needed to successfully 
complete this lesson (see ñMaterials Neededò above). 

 
3. Read aloud the directions as children follow along.  Teachers of lower grades may 

want to model the process step-by-step as they read the directions. 
 
4. Provide students with adequate time to complete the lesson.  
 
5. Supervise students and assist as needed. 

Learning Objectives: Students will  
 

1. Demonstrate their knowledge of 
safe & unsafe practices. 

2. Identify key safety concepts using 
traffic safety vocabulary. 

3. Illustrate their work.  

TEKS: ELA: 3.7B,C; 3.10B; 3.14D; 3.20B       
Social Studies: 3.10C; 3.11B; 3.16E; 3.17B 
 
Materials Needed: Alphabet Traffic Safety 
directions and worksheet, Traffic Safety 
Information Sheets, pencil or pen, markers 
or crayons, glue, construction paper, and 
scissors. 

Extension for Gifted/Talented:  
 
Challenge GT students to come up with as many words as possible for each letter.  
Students can modify this assignment, by creating a Traffic Safety Dictionary (for example, 
they may make a book and list all the safety terms and ideas that begin with the letter óAô all 
the way through óZô).  Allow GT students to work together so they can push each other to try 
and come up with more words.  

 

ALPHABET TRAFFIC SAFETY  
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Teaching Strategy:  
 
Note:  It is recommended students complete these activities first as part of whole group 
instruction, under the guidance of the teacher.  After students are familiar with the activity and 
materials, they may be used as independent learning centers during ELA or Social Studies 
blocks. 
 

1. Give each student a copy of the Book of Traffic Safety Facts directions, the 
corresponding worksheet, and the traffic safety information sheets at the end of this 
booklet. 

 
2. Be sure each child has access to the additional materials needed to successfully 
complete this lesson (see ñMaterials Neededò above). 

 
3. Read aloud the directions as children follow along.  Teachers of lower grades may 

want to model the process step-by-step as they read the directions. 
 
4. Provide students with adequate time to complete the lesson.  
 

Learning Objectives: Students will  
 

1. Collect information. 
2. Demonstrate knowledge of traffic  
 safety concepts by creating a book 

of facts. 
3. Illustrate their book.   

TEKS: ELA: 3.7B; 3.9E; 3.10B; 3.14D; 
3.20B; Social Studies 3.17B 
 
Materials Needed: Book of Traffic Safety 
Facts directions and worksheet, Traffic 
Safety Information Sheets, Itôs the Law 
Information Sheet, pencil or pen, markers 
or crayons, scissors, and stapler. 

Extension for Gifted/Talented:  
 
Do not provide GT students with the information sheets.  Instead challenge students to find 
facts and laws related to safety on their own ï either in the library or on the internet.  Rather 
than giving students the book template, allow them to creatively construct their own book of 
safety facts and laws.  Additionally, students may prepare a presentation to share with the 
rest of the class.  

 

BOOK OF TRAFFIC SAFETY FACTS  
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Teaching Strategy:  
 
Note:  It is recommended students complete these activities first as part of whole group 
instruction, under the guidance of the teacher.  After students are familiar with the activity and 
materials, they may be used as independent learning centers during ELA or Social Studies 
blocks. 
 

1. Give each student a copy of the Safe or Unsafe? directions, the corresponding 
worksheets, and the traffic safety information sheets at the end of this booklet.  

 
2. Be sure each child has access to the additional materials needed to successfully 
complete this lesson (see ñMaterials Neededò above). 

 
3. Read aloud the directions as children follow along.  Teachers of lower grades may 

want to model the process step-by-step as they read the directions. 
 
4. Provide students with adequate time to complete the lesson.  
 
5. Supervise students and assist as needed. 

Learning Objectives: Students will  
 

1. Identify behaviors that are both 
safe and unsafe. 

2. Sort behaviors into appropriate 
categories.  

TEKS: ELA: 3.7B,C; 3.9E; 3.10B; 3.14D 
Social Studies: 3.16B,C; 3.17B  
 
Materials Needed: Safe or Unsafe? 
directions and worksheet, Traffic Safety 
Information Sheets, worksheets, pencil or 
pen, markers or crayons, scissors, and 
stapler.  

Extension for Gifted/Talented:  
 
Provide students with magazines, newspapers, etc. that can be cut up.  Have students go 
through the various print materials and cut out examples of safe and unsafe behaviors.  
Provide students with poster-sized paper with which they can create a display.  Direct 
students to create a display that categorizes various behaviors (written or pictorial) as safe 
and unsafe.  Allow children to use various materials to add creativity to their work.  If time 
permits, allow students to present their display to the rest of the class, or a small group of 
students.  

 

SAFE OR UNSAFE?  
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Teaching Strategy:  
 
Note:  It is recommended students complete these activities first as part of whole group 
instruction, under the guidance of the teacher.  After students are familiar with the activity and 
materials, they may be used as independent learning centers during ELA or Social Studies 
blocks. 
 

1. Give each student a copy of the Traffic Safety Cause & Effect directions, as well as 
the corresponding worksheet.  

 
2. Be sure each child has access to the additional materials needed to successfully 
complete this lesson (see ñMaterials Neededò above). 

 
3. Read aloud the directions as children follow along.  Teachers of lower grades may 

want to model the process step-by-step as they read the directions. 
 
4. Provide students with adequate time to complete the lesson.  
 
5. Supervise students and assist as needed.  

Learning Objectives: Students will  
 

1. Determine causes and effects of 
safe and unsafe practices. 

2. Illustrate their examples.  

TEKS: ELA: 3.9E,F; 3.10B; 3.14A,B,D; 
3.20B; Social Studies: 3.10C; 3.16C,E; 
3.17B   
 
Materials Needed: Traffic Safety Cause & 
Effect directions and worksheet, pencil or 
pen, markers or crayons, and scissors.  

Extension for Gifted/Talented:  
 
Challenge GT students to create a dramatization (skit) of some of their Cause & Effects to 
perform in front of the class.  For example, GT students could compose an original play 
about a boy or girl who ended up in the hospital because he or she didnôt wear a bicycle 
helmet.  Allow space and time for students to add creativity to their work by including props 
& costumes.  

 

TRAFFIC SAFETY CAUSE & EFFECT  
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Teaching Strategy:  
 
Note:  It is recommended students complete these activities first as part of whole group 
instruction, under the guidance of the teacher.  After students are familiar with the activity and 
materials, they may be used as independent learning centers during ELA or Social Studies 
blocks. 
 

1. Give each student a copy of the Traffic Safety Chain directions, as well as the 
corresponding worksheet.  

 
2. Be sure each child has access to the additional materials needed to successfully 
complete this lesson (see ñMaterials Neededò above). 

 
3. Read aloud the directions as children follow along.  Teachers of lower grades may 

want to model the process step-by-step as they read the directions. 
 
4. Provide students with adequate time to complete the lesson.  
 
5. Supervise students and assist as needed.   

Learning Objectives: Students will  
 

1. Pre-write to generate ideas. 
2. Compose an original narrative. 
3. Sequence the events that 

occurred. 
4. Illustrate to illuminate their 

narrative.  

TEKS: ELA: 3.9C,E; 3.14A,B,D; 3.18A; 
3.20B; Social Studies:  3.16B,E; 3.17B  
 
Materials Needed: Traffic Safety Chain 
directions and worksheet, pencil or pen, 
markers or crayons, scissors, and glue.  

Extension for Gifted/Talented:  
 
Do not provide GT students with the Traffic Safety Chain template.  Rather challenge them 
to create their own chain of events narrative.  Allow students the freedom to compose either 
a fiction or nonfiction narrative.  When their chain is complete, allow students to pair up and 
retell their narrative to a partner.  Encourage them to hold each chain as they talk about 
that specific event, moving along the chain from beginning to end.   
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Teaching Strategy:  
 
Note:  It is recommended students complete these activities first as part of whole group 
instruction, under the guidance of the teacher.  After students are familiar with the activity and 
materials, they may be used as independent learning centers during ELA or Social Studies 
blocks. 
 

1. Give each student a copy of the Traffic Safety Comic Strip directions, as well as the 
corresponding worksheet.  

 
2. Be sure each child has access to the additional materials needed to successfully 
complete this lesson (see ñMaterials Neededò above). 

 
3. Read aloud the directions as children follow along.  Teachers of lower grades may 

want to model the process step-by-step as they read the directions. 
 
4. Provide students with adequate time to complete the lesson.  
 
5. Supervise students and assist as needed.  

Learning Objectives: Students will  
 

1. Apply their understanding of traffic 
safety practices, by creating an 
original, fictional story. 

2. Illustrate to illuminate their 
narrative.  

TEKS: ELA: 3.9E; 3.14A,B,D; 3.20D  
Social Studies:  3.10C; 3.16E; 3.17B  
 
Materials Needed: Traffic Safety Comic 
Strip directions and worksheet, pencil or 
pen, markers or crayons, scissors, and 
glue.  

Extension for Gifted/Talented:  
 
Show GT students examples of real comic strips in newspapers.  In small groups, allow GT 
students to create a Traffic Safety Newspaper that includes fictional articles, photos, 
captions, letters to the editor, and comics related to safety.  If possible, allow students to 
use computers and other technology to create the newspapers. Provide students with the 
opportunity to photocopy their finished product and distribute it to other students.  Partner 
each GT student up with another student and have them read through the newspaper 
together and discuss.    
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Teaching Strategy:  
 
Note:  It is recommended students complete these activities first as part of whole group 
instruction, under the guidance of the teacher.  After students are familiar with the activity and 
materials, they may be used as independent learning centers during ELA or Social Studies 
blocks. 
 

1. Give each student a copy of the Traffic Safety Game directions, the corresponding 
worksheet, and the traffic safety information sheets. 

 
2. Be sure each child has access to the additional materials needed to successfully 
complete this lesson (see ñMaterials Neededò above). 

 
3. Read aloud the directions as children follow along.  Teachers of lower grades may 

want to model the process step-by-step as they read the directions. 
 
4. Provide students with adequate time to complete the lesson.  
 
5. Supervise students and assist as needed.   

Learning Objectives: Students will  
 

1. Compose original questions 
related to safety. 

2. Demonstrate understanding of 
traffic safety concepts by 
answering questions.  

TEKS: ELA: 3.7B,C; 3.10B; 3.14D; 3.20B  
Social Studies:  3.16E; 3.17B  
 
Materials Needed: Traffic Safety Game 
directions and worksheet, Traffic Safety 
Information Sheets, pencil or pen, markers 
or crayons, and die or a spinner. 

Extension for Gifted/Talented:  
 
Do not provide GT students with the game board template.  Rather, give GT students 
general guidelines (such as: create a game that helps to review and teach the safety 
concepts found on the Traffic Safety Information Sheets), then allow them to create any 
sort of game that follows those guidelines.  Additionally, you may permit students to 
research additional safety rules and laws to incorporate into their game.  Finally, students 
may teach a small group of students the rules to their game and lead the group in playing 
their game.  
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Teaching Strategy:  
 
Note:  It is recommended students complete these activities first as part of whole group 
instruction, under the guidance of the teacher.  After students are familiar with the activity and 
materials, they may be used as independent learning centers during ELA or Social Studies 
blocks. 
 

1. Give each student a copy of the Traffic Safety Mobile directions, the corresponding 
worksheet, and the traffic safety information sheets at the end of this booklet. 

 
2. Be sure each child has access to the additional materials needed to successfully 
complete this lesson (see ñMaterials Neededò above). 

 
3. Read aloud the directions as children follow along.  Teachers of lower grades may 

want to model the process step-by-step as they read the directions. 
 
4. Provide students with adequate time to complete the lesson.  
 
5. Supervise students and assist as needed.   

Learning Objectives: Students will  
 

1. Demonstrate their understanding 
of safe behavior by writing 
examples of such behaviors. 

2. Illustrate examples of safe 
behaviors.  

TEKS: ELA: 3.10B; 3.14A,B,D; 3.20B  
Social Studies: 3.11B; 3.16E; 3.17B   
 
Materials Needed: Traffic Safety Mobile 
directions and worksheet, Traffic Safety 
Information Sheets, pencil or pen, markers 
or crayons, scissors, single hole punch, 
yarn or string, and stapler or glue.  

Extension for Gifted/Talented:  
 
Allow GT students to use their creativity in creating a mobile.  Provide them a basic 
example of what a mobile is, and allow them the time & materials to create a mobile of their 
own related to traffic safety.  Additionally, allow students time to give a brief presentation of 
their finished product to the rest of the class.  
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Teaching Strategy:  
 
Note:  It is recommended students complete these activities first as part of whole group 
instruction, under the guidance of the teacher.  After students are familiar with the activity and 
materials, they may be used as independent learning centers during ELA or Social Studies 
blocks. 
 

1. Give each student a copy of the Traffic Safety Puzzle directions, the corresponding 
worksheet, and the traffic safety information sheets at the end of this booklet. 

 
2. Be sure each child has access to the additional materials needed to successfully 
complete this lesson (see ñMaterials Neededò above). 

 
3. Read aloud the directions as children follow along.  Teachers of lower grades may 

want to model the process step-by-step as they read the directions. 
 
4. Provide students with adequate time to complete the lesson.  
 
5. Supervise students and assist as needed.   

Learning Objectives: Students will  
 

1. Generate examples of behaviors 
that are safe and unsafe. 

2. Categorize each example. 
3. Illustrate their work.  

TEKS: ELA: 3.7B,C; 3.10B; 3.14D; 3.20B 
Social Studies: 3.16E; 3.17B   
 
Materials Needed: Traffic Safety Puzzle 
directions and worksheet, Traffic Safety 
Information Sheets, pencil or pen, markers 
or crayons, scissors, glue, and construction 
paper.  

Extension for Gifted/Talented:  
 
Provide GT students with a large piece of thick poster board.  GT students can work alone 
or in teams to create a giant puzzle with examples of safe and unsafe behaviors.  Allow 
students to trade puzzles with a partner and solve one anotherôs puzzles.  
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