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Teaching Strategy:  
 

1. Introduce the lesson by enacting a puppet show, utilizing the attached script, 
ñMimi and Mack.ò 

 
2. Check for understanding by asking the students to identify what the puppets 

were trying to teach. 
 
3. Engage the students in a discussion about their experiences with booster seats. 
 
4. As a culminating experience, assign students to design their ideal booster seat. 

They may add features such as a back, cup holders, technology, colors, and 
designs. Encourage creativity, even if impractical. 

 
5. Allow students to display and explain what their ideal booster seat would look 

like and what features they would include. 

Learning Objectives: Students will  
 
1. Explain the need for protective 

equipment. 
2. Listen critically to interpret and 

evaluate. 
3 Participate in discussion of safety 

issues. 
4. Create materials to express an 

idea. 

TEKS: SS K.8 (A), (B), K.16 (A), LA K.1 
(C), K.3 (C), Math K.6, Health K.2 (A)  
 
Materials Needed:  puppets, script, 
booster seat outline, markers or crayons  
 
Vocabulary:  protection, booster seat, 
safety belt 

Extension for Gifted/Talented:  
 
Students will create a 30-second advertisement for one of the ideal booster seats, 
including cost, where to purchase, and a name for the booster seat.  

MIMI AND MACK  

BOOSTER SEAT PROBLEM  
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Mack: Psst! Mimi, come here. Iôve got a big problem. 
 
Mimi: What is it, Mack? 
 
Mack: My mom and dad just heard about a law that says that kids under 8 have to sit in 

a car seat! I canôt stand it! Iôm too big for a car seat! Iôll die if I have to sit in a car 
seat! What will everybody say? Theyôll call me a baby! 

 
Mimi: Relax, Mack. Itôs not a car seat. Itôs a booster seat! Thereôs a big difference. 
 
Mack: There is??? 
 
Mimi: Yes, a car seat is for babies, toddlers, and kids up to 57 inches tall. There are 5 

straps in that kind of car seat, but a booster seat uses the regular safety belts in 
the car. 

 
Mack: But I use those safety belts now and I hate them! 
 
Mimi: Thatôs because they donôt fit you right when youôre sitting in the back seat. 

Theyôre made for adults! 
 
Mack: Is that why I always feel like the shoulder strap is choking me? 
 
Mimi: Yes, but if you sit on a booster seat, it gets you up just a little higher, so that it 

actually comes over your shoulder, not your neck. 
 
Mack: Does a booster seat look like a baby seat?  
 
Mimi: No, some of them donôt even have a back on them. Itôs just a seat, just your 

size. You can see out the windows better, too. 
 
Mack: Mimi, do YOU use a booster seat? 
 
Mimi: Yes, of course I do. Itôs the law, and besides, theyôre much more comfy than the 

regular seat. You should, too. 
 
Mack: OK, but only if itôs not pink with little elephants on it or something dorky like that. 
 
Mimi: Donôt worry. Youôre going to love it!  

MIMI AND MACK SCRIPT  

BOOSTER SEAT PROBLEM  
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THE PERFECT BOOSTER SEAT  
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Learning Objectives: Students will  
 

1. Explain the need for protective 
equipment such as safety belts. 

2. Listen critically to interpret and 
evaluate a story. 

3. Participate in a discussion about 
booster seats. 

4. Create a song to express an idea.  

TEKS: SS 1.10 (B), LA 1.1 (C), (D), 1.4 
(D), Health 1.2 (A), (G) 
 

Materials Needed:  puppets, script, songs 

Vocabulary:  booster seat, safety belt, 
equipment, protection 

Extension for Gifted/Talented:  
 
Students will investigate how much booster seats cost, where they can be purchased, 
and what different styles are available. 

MARIGOLD AND MELVIN  

BOOSTER SEAT OR BABY SEAT?  

Teaching Strategy:  
 

1. Introduce the lesson by enacting a puppet show utilizing the attached script. 
 
2. Check for understanding by asking the students to identify what the puppets 

were trying to teach. 
 
3. Engage the students in a discussion about their experiences with booster seats. 
 
4. As a culminating experience, assign students learn a song about booster seats 

to a familiar tune such as Jingle Bells. 
 
 Booster Seats 
 Booster Seats 
 Protect you in the car 
 They raise you up so you can see 
 And make your safety belt fit, Hey! 
 
5. Students may make up their own songs, if desired, using the concepts described 

in the puppet script. 

Booster Seats 
Booster Seats 
You need them; itôs the law 
Youôll sit in them till you are 8 
Or 57 inches tall. 

DRSR 1st Grade Lessons ð6 



MARIGOLD AND MELVIN SCRIPT  

BOOSTER SEAT OR BABY SEAT?  

Melvin:  Marigold, did I see you getting out of a car in front of school today? Does your 
mom drive a red car? 

 
Marigold:  Yeah, that was us. 
 
Melvin:  That was you, Marigold, sitting in a baby seat? HA HA HA! Marigoldôs a baby, 

Marigoldôs a baby! 
 
Marigold:  Hey, cut it out! That wasnôt a baby seat. It was a booster seat! 
 
Melvin:  So, whatôs the difference? It looked like a baby seat to me. Youôll never catch 

me in one of those. 
 
Marigold: All a booster seat does is get me up a little higher, so the safety belt fits better. 

No more of that awful shoulder belt rubbing on my neck! 
 
Melvin: Yeah, I hate that. Feels like itôs trying to hang me or something. 
 
Marigold: And you can see out the windows better, too, sitting up a little higher.  
 
Melvin: Is that so? And youôre not strapped in with five different straps like a baby seat? 

It takes my mom five minutes to get my kid brother strapped in. 
 
Marigold: No, you just use the regular car safety belt. If youôre shorter than 4ô9ò the law 

says you have to sit in a booster seat. Tell your parents. Some booster seats 
have backs and others donôt. Theyôre cool! 

 
Melvin: OK, if youôre sure itôs not a baby seat.  
 
Marigold: Itôs not a baby seat! Itôs a lot more comfortable than a baby seat OR a regular 

safety belt. Kind of like a throne in the back seat. Besides that, itôs the law! Make 
sure you follow the rules! 
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Learning Objectives: Students will  
 

1. Identify ways to avoid injury. 
2. Explain the need for protective 

equipment. 
3. Listen critically to interpret and 

evaluate. 
4. Participate in a discussion about 

safety in passenger travel. 
5. Create materials to express an idea. 
6. Use math skills to subtract two-digit 

numbers. 

TEKS:  SS 2.17 (D), 2.18 (B), 2.19, Math 
2.3 (C), LA 2.1 (D), (C), 2.4 (C), Health 2.2 
(B), (C), 2.3 (A) 
 
Materials Needed:  puppets, script, 
measuring stick, How Tall Are You? sheet 

Vocabulary:  booster seat, safety belt, 
equipment, protection 
 

Extension for Gifted/Talented:  
 

Students may create a jingle to demonstrate their understanding of the value of booster 
seats. 

 

BOOSTER SEATS  

Teaching Strategy:  
 

1. Introduce the lesson by enacting a puppet show utilizing the attached script. 
 
2. Mark a spot 57 inches from the floor and measure each childôs height. Then ask 

them to figure out how many inches they need to grow until they are tall enough 
to use a regular safety belt. 

 
3. Record math calculation on prepared sheet, How Tall Are You? 
 
4. Engage the students in a discussion about their experiences with booster seats. 
 
5. Label four pieces of chart paper with the words write, sing, draw, and act. Give 

each student a sticky note. Tell them to put a sticky note on the chart that tells 
how they want to inform others about the importance of being safe when 
traveling in a car. 

 
6. Students may work with a partner to create an advertisement that is written, 

drawn, sung, or role-played.  
 
7. Allow students to share or display their advertisement for the class. 
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MAURICE AND MITZI SCRIPT  

BACK SEAT BOOSTER?  

Maurice: Man, Iôll be glad when I get to be 13 so I can ride in the front seat of the car. You 
canôt see a thing from the back seat! 

 
Mitzi: You can if you sit in a booster seat. 
 
Maurice: Yeah, but who wants to sit in a booster seat? Thatôs for babies and little kids. My 

little sister sits in a car seat. 
  
Mitzi: Iôm not talking about a car seat. Youôre right, that is for babies and little kids. Iôm 

talking about a booster seat that gets you up higher and makes it more 
comfortable on your legs. 

 
Maurice: But I hate all those straps. I usually just tuck that shoulder belt behind me. 
 
Mitzi: Listen, wise guy, those safety belts are designed to keep you safe in case of a 

crash. Havenôt you ever seen those crashes on TV? You donôt want to end up 
like that! 

 
Maurice: Sure, but my dad is a safe driver. He never has wrecks. 
 
Mitzi: Well, you never know when something unexpected might happen. Youôd better 

wear that safety belt the right way ï over your shoulder and across your lap. 
 
Maurice: But thatôs the problem. The shoulder strap cuts right across my neck if I donôt put 

it behind me. 
 
Mitzi: Look, if you sit in a booster seat, the belts hit you in just the right place. Hereôs 

the deal. Safety belts are designed for grown-ups who are taller and bigger. 
Youôve got to get yourself up a little higher so the belt fits you, too. Get it? 

 
Maurice: And you can really see out the window better from a booster seat? 
 
Mitzi: Sure can. Youôll be able to wave at your friends and see whatôs going on in the 

world. Trust me. Youôre gonna love it! And itôs the LAW until you are 57 inches 
tall.  

  
(to students) How tall are you? How many inches do you need to grow before you can use a  
regular seat belt? 

DRSR 2nd Grade Lessons ð9 



 

HOW TALL ARE YOU?  

Regular Safety Belt in Back Seat ï 57 inches 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My height is ________________ inches.   
I sit in a ______________     _______. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Iôve got _________ inches to go. 
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Learning Objectives: Students will  
 
1. Identify ways to avoid injury. 
2. Explain the need for protective 

equipment. 
3. Listen critically to interpret and 

evaluate. 
4. Participate in a discussion about 

safety in passenger travel. 
5. Create materials to express an 

idea. 

TEKS:  LA 3.1 (C), (D), 3.3 (C), (D), 3.14 
(D), Health 3.2 (A), (E) 
 
Materials Needed:  puppets, script 
 
Vocabulary:  protection, safety belt, 
booster seat, passenger 

Extension for Gifted/Talented:  
 

Students will research safety statistics involving children located at the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration or other available websites. 

 

BETTER IN THE BACK SEAT  

Teaching Strategy:  
 

1. Introduce lesson by enacting the puppet exchange using the attached script. 
 
2. Ask students to respond to puppetsô conversation by relaying any experiences 

they may have had regarding travel safety, how a safety belt is supposed to fit, 
and what the law says: back seat booster seat until 8 years old or 4ô9ò tall, then 
back seat with regular seat belt until age 13. Safety belts must be used by 
people of all ages to be completely safe. 

 
3. Thinking more broadly, make a list of other safety rules we all follow, such as 

bicycle helmets, safety belts, batting helmets for baseball, and others. 
 
4. Divide the class into groups of three. Each group will create a 30-second radio 

spot encouraging the use of booster seats for 4-7 year olds, back seat safety 
belts for 8-12 years olds, safe travel speeds, use of safety belts for all 
passengers, or other safety issues.  

 
5. Radio spot should include a song, jingle, or motto as well as current law 

regarding travel safety. 
 
6. Students will perform their radio spots for the entire class. 
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MONICA AND MAUDE SCRIPT  

BETTER IN THE BACK SEAT  

Monica: Hey, Maude, do you ever get to sit in the front seat? 
 
Maude: No, I always sit in the back. Do you sit in the front? 
 
Monica: Yep, sometimes, if I really beg. I know just how to do it. 
 
Maude: But, Monica, thatôs not safe. Donôt you know about the airbags? 
 
Monica: Sure. Airbags are designed to keep you from hitting the windshield in the case of 

an accident.  
  
Maude: Yes, thatôs true for adults, but they can be dangerous for kids. 
 
Monica: Dangerous? How? 
 
Maude: Well, those air bags rip out of there really fast when a car is in a crash. How 

would you like to be blasted by one of those things?  
 
Monica: Then how come theyôre safe for adults? 
 
Maude: Think about it, genius! Adults are taller and bigger. Air bags are designed for 

grown-ups. But for kids, itôs a blast right in the olô kisser ï right in the face! You 
donôt want that to happen. That would knock you into next week! Manufacturers 
are trying to make airbags without as much force, but for now, theyôre just too 
powerful for kids. 

 
Monica: But itôs boring in the back seat. I want to get my music on the radio and watch 

for my friends. And besides, my mom and dad are safe drivers. They never have 
wrecks. 

 
Maude: Donôt be silly! Itôs the other guys you have to look out for. Crashes can happen 

to anybody! And if that does happen, youôre much safer in the back seat with 
your safety belt fastened. Besides that, itôs the LAW. The back seat is better until 
youôre a teenager! 

 
Monica: OK, OK, you may just have a point there. I never thought of it that way. Maybe I 

should stick to my favorite place in the back seat. I can bug my little brother in 
the back seat, too. 

 
Maude: Now youôre talking, but leave your little brother alone. You donôt want to distract 

the driver. Play it smart and be safe! 

DRSR 3rd Grade Lessons ð12 



Learning Objectives: Students will  
 
Kindergarten Objective:  
1. Develop map reading skills by using TxDOT ñOur Townò map. 
2. Participate in a class discussion. 
3. Identify safe and unsafe practices. 
4.  Create drawings of safe practices. 
 
First Grade Objective:  
1. Develop map reading skills by using the TxDOT ñOur Townò map. 
2. Participate in a class discussion. 
3. Identify safe and unsafe practices in pedestrian, bicycle, and vehicle traffic. 
4. Write a caption for an illustration. 
5. Create drawings and rules encouraging safe traffic behaviors. 
 
Second Grade Objective:  
1. Develop map reading skills by using the TxDOT ñOur Townò map. 
2. Identify safe and unsafe practices in pedestrian, bicycle, and vehicle traffic. 
3. Create drawings and rules encouraging safe traffic behaviors. 
 
Third Grade Objective:  
1. Develop map reading skills by using TxDOT ñOur Townò map. 
2. Create a motto promoting safety for children. 
3. Identify ways to avoid accidental injuries. 
4. Analyze actions identified on the map to determine level of safety. 

TEKS:   
 
Kindergarten TEKS:  
SS K.4 (A), K.8 (B), LA K.3 (C), K.16 (A), K.22, Math K.7 (A), K.13 (C), Health K.2 (A), (D) 
 
First Grade TEKS:  
SS 1.5 (A), LA 1.3 (C), 1.18 (B), Health 1.2 (F) 
 
Second Grade TEKS:  
SS 2.5 (A), LA 2.14 (A), Health 2.2 (B) 
 
Third Grade TEKS:  
SS 3.5 (C), LA 3.3 (C), 3.9 (F), 3.14 (A), Health 3.2 (A), (E) 

 

I SPY MAP  
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K-3 Materials Needed:   
 
TxDOT ñOur Townò map, hand lens for each student, drawing paper 
 
3rd Grade Materials Needed:  
 
Strips of construction paper 
 
K-3 Vocabulary:  
 
Kindergarten & First Grade Vocabulary:  
top, bottom, left, right, transportation, safety 
 
Second Grade Vocabulary:  
pedestrian, transportation, map coordinates 
 
Third Grade Vocabulary:  
Practices, map coordinates, safety, pedestrian, vehicle 

 

I SPY MAP  

Teaching Strategy:  
 

1. Distribute copies of the TxDOT ñOur Townò map to each student. Point out that 
the map has four sections ï top left, top right, bottom left, and bottom right. 

 

2. Lead the students in playing ñI Spyò by locating different types of transportation 
seen in each section of the map. 

 

3. Ask students to find (or ñspyò) the green pick-up truck in the bottom left quadrant 
of the map. Discuss whether it is safe or unsafe to ride in the back of a pick-up 
truck. What bad things could happen? Remind students that there is actually a 
law that forbids children under 18 from riding in the back of a pick-up. 

 

4. Invite students to ñspyò other examples of people in the map who are making 
unsafe choices. Students may include instances involving automobiles, bicycles, 
or walking.  

 

5. Students will point out the examples by locating them with an individual hand 
lens and announcing which quadrant the action is located. For example, ñI spy 
someone crossing the street in the middle of the block in the lower right part of 
the map.ò As each instance of an unsafe behavior is noted, students should 
determine what the consequences could be of that behavior. 
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Kindergarten Strategy:  
 
6. After the class discussion each student should choose one unsafe issue that 

was identified on the map to create a drawing that shows the corresponding safe 
behavior. 

 
7. Allow students to share their products with the class. 
 
First Grade Strategy:  
 
6. After the class discussion each student should choose one issue that was 

identified on the map to create a drawing that shows the corresponding safe 
behavior. Students should title their drawings with a statement that describes the 
safe behavior. For example, ñPeople should only cross the street at crosswalks.ò 

 
7. Allow students to share their products with the class. Display as many different 

scenarios as possible. 
 

Second Grade Strategy:  
 
6. After the class discussion each student should choose one issue that was 

identified on the map to create a drawing that shows the corresponding safe 
behavior. Students should title their drawings with a complete sentence that 
describes the safe behavior. For example, ñPeople should only cross the street 
at crosswalks.ò 

 
7. Students will write a short paragraph describing why it is important to follow the 

safety concern they drew about, which should include what the consequences 
might be if the principle were violated. 

 
8. If several students wrote/drew about the same safety concern, group them 

together to create a catchy slogan to go with their pictures. Then display the 
pictures grouped together with the slogan. 
 

 

DRSR K-3 Lessons ð15 



Extension for Gifted/Talented:  
 
Kindergarten Extension:  
Students will create a slogan and/or poster promoting safe behavior. 
 
First Grade Extension:  
Students will create a slogan and/or poster promoting safe behavior. 
 
Second Grade Extension:  
Students will create a song or rap promoting safe behavior. 
 
Third Grade Extension:  
Students will create an advertising campaign for the distribution of their wristbands, 
which should include statistics showing the need for safer conditions. 

Third Grade Strategy (continued from page 14):  
 
6. Make a class list of these examples, and ask students to suggest laws or rules 

to limit unsafe behavior. 
 
7. Each student should choose one issue identified on the map and create a short 

safety motto or slogan that promotes safe conduct for that particular scenario. 
 
8. Give children a strip of construction paper on which to write their motto, such as 

ñRace for the Cureò or  ñLivestrong,ò which are commonly seen on wristbands. 
 
9. Students will wear their wristbands, telling others about the safety issue 

involved. 
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