
Spanish Grammar

and Words & Phrases



Â The Municipal Courts Training Center in no 

way suggests that this material should be used 

as a substitute for the appointment of 

interpreters fluent in the Spanish Language.

Â This presentation is meant to be a helpful 

resource when needing a Spanish phrase, word 

or help in pronunciation.



Pronunciation

Castillian and Latin American

Â Unlike the United States where there are 

several versions of English but all versions are 

generally understood by anyone who speaks 

English, the major dialectsof Spain and the 

Latin American countries are so distinct that 

each must be learned as a separate language.



Pronunciation

ÂCatalán: a mixture of French, Italian, Spanish and 
Basque;

ÂGalician: a mixture of Portuguese, Basque, and 
Spanish;

ÂCastillian: the official dialect of Spain used in the 
courts, churches, schools and universities and the 
Spanish culture, generally; and

Â Basque: a language more unto its own than a 
dialect. 

ÂThese dialects are as different from each other as are 
French, German, and English.



Pronunciation

ÂFortunately, the Spanish spoken in Mexico, 

Cuba, Central and South America, Except 

Brazil (Portuguese), closely resembles the 

formal Spanish, Castillian.  

ÂBasically, the same grammatical rules apply 

except for the pronunciation of three letters.



Pronunciation

ÂAlthough the Spanish alphabet is virtually 

the same as the English, very few, if any, 

letters in Spanish are pronounced exactlythe 

same as English.  

ÂEnglish vowels tend to be suppressed where 

Spanish vowels must be pronounced sharply 

and clearly.  



Pronunciation

ÂAlthough a rather simple lesson in 

pronunciation will help you ñget byò, only 

by practice will you begin to feel 

comfortable in speaking (pronouncing) 

Spanish.



Pronunciation

Vowels

ÂA

Â As a in father

Â Pan ïbread

Â Hablar ïto speak

Â Casa ïhouse

Â Madre ïmother

Â Papel - paper



Pronunciation

Vowels

ÂE

Â As a in bake when at the 
end of a syllable

Â As e in betwhen in a 
closed syllable (syllable 
ends in a consonant)

Â Padre ïfather

Â Necessario ïnecessary

Â De ïof, from

Â Usted ïyou

Â Sentir ïto feel

Â Verdad ïtruth

Âwith Ser - true

Â Decir ïto say


