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PRONUNCIATION

Vowels

A Father

E Echo

I See

O Order

U Due



Consonants

ïB, V  As in boy Banco (BAN-koh); Ventana

ïC  ( before a,o,u,) c as in cat, k sound 

Campo (KAM-poh);                                             

Coche; Cosa

( before e,i)         c in cent, s sound 

Central (sen-TRAHL); 

Cinco

ïCH as in chimney Chica; Cheque



ïD   Dog, but closer to This        Diga, Doctor

ïG    (before a,o,u)        Soft as in Guitar or  Go   

Gafas (GAH-fahs)

Gato, Guitaru

(before e, I )          Hard as in hot     

General (hen-her-HL

Gerardo, Gilberto



ïH     ALWAYS silent as in Hour Hasta (AH-stah); 
Hora

ïJ As in Hot, but raspier Jardín (hahr-Deen); 
Tarjeta

ïL     As in Lamp Lámpara (LAHM-par-rah); 
Limón

ïLL   As in Jasmin Llama 

or y as in yes Caballo (kah-BAH-yoh)

ïÑ    Close to NY in Canyon Año (AH-nyoh)

but more like Champagne Niño; Moño.



ïR     Trilled once Caro (KAH-roh);  

Pero 

ïRR  (or r at beginning of word) Rico (RREE-hoh)

Perro (PEH-rroh)

Trilled Strongly 

Strong vibrating sound like Vrrrrooom!

ïQ    Always followed by U Que (kay); 

Queso;

Quieto

pronounced like a K as in Kid. 

ïS      as in see Rosa (ROH-sah)



ïX    before a consonant ïs as in see Extra (ES-trah)

(before a vowel) - ks in socks Exámen

(ek-SAH-men)

Also:

ïH: México. 

ïSH in few instances, mostly Aztec words: Xola, Xitle, 

Xela

ïS in few instances:  Xochitl (ñsochilò).

ïY    as in Yes; Pay Buey, 

as in Joy Yeso, Yunque.

ee as in meet Ybarra; y (and)

ïZ    s as in see zapato (sah-PAH-toh);

izquierda; póliza



VOWEL COMBINATIONS

ai, ay i as in kite aire (I-rey); hay (I)

au ow in how auto (OW-toh)

ei, ey ey in they reina (REY-nah) rey

oi, oy oy in boy oiga (OY-gah) voy



BASIC GRAMMAR

Masculine

Boy  el chico

Garden el jardín

Book el libro

Fear el miedo



BASIC GRAMMAR

Feminine

Girl la chica

University la universidad

Magazine la revista

Liberty la libertad



Gender of Nouns

El abogado La abogada

Male attorney female attorney

El juez La jueza

Male judge Female judge



BASIC RULES

masculine v. feminine

Many nouns that denote living things 
have both a masculine and a feminine 
form.

Most nouns that end in -o are 
masculine.

Most nouns that end in -a are 
feminine.

Masculine nouns that end in a 
consonant often have a 
corresponding feminine form that 
ends in -a.


