ALTERNATIVES TO
LETHAL FORCE

IN THE COURTROOM ENVIRONMENT

Force Options and the Courtroom

s The vast majority of
nonlethal weapon
incidents involve unarmed f‘
suspects who exhibit
resistive, violent, or
bizarre behavior, thus
presenting a significant
safety threat to
themselves, others and -
the officers whose job it:
is to intervene. !

A local court seg
must take i |n,
three basic compon
security




Court Security

» 1) Architectural (facility features or modifi

Court Security

= 2) Technological (equipment and de

Court Security

» 3) Operational (security personnel
procedures) L




New Jersey

outside, undetected, with a weap
defendant positioned himself outsi
municipal complex, which house
courtroom, and ired a rifle shot,
wounding the judge, \;vtho was ¢
court. -

Reno

Wik murdered and divorce judge shot ¥

“As a law enforcendent officer
fundamental duty is to serve
community, to saféguard lives
property, to protect the innocg
against deception, the weak agd
oppression or intimidation, ‘
peaceful against violence or disorf




Law Enforcement Officers
Feloniously Killed

Age Group of Victim Officer, 1998-2007
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Law Enforcement Officers
Feloniously Killed

Yeurs of Service of Victim Officer, 1998-2007
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Law Enforcement Officers
Feloniously Killed

Profile of Victim Officer, Averages, 1988-2007
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Law Enforcement Officers
Feloniously Killed

Distance Between Victin Officer and Offender, 19982007
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Lethal-force backup isan
Nothing works all the tj




Weapons issued or permitted

1987

w 89% 3 to 6 cell
flashlights

s 16% Saps, blackjacks
or sap gloves

75% Night sticks
= 54% PR-24 batons
= 50% Mace

s 15% Stun guns

= 26% PR,
= 89% O/C |
28% Stun §

The Baton

STRENGTHS = WEAKNESSES

Itis a lightweight weapon, and = It is difficult or impossibie to

inexpensive. avoid head strikes in all cases,
» The public is accustomed to particularly in —

seeing police officers carry situation
them. o

» A blow with a baton can
immobilize a combative person

» Competent training is available

= A baton can be used in a non-
offensive blocking fashion, to
ward off blows or to push back
an attacker. i

= Manufacturers recommend
thelir products as impact
weapons,




Oleoresin Capsicum

NIJ APR.O3

» NIJ study found that the

RS

spray was mtroduced

= Complaints that the police u
excessive force qlsg decllne

A professor of forensic
sciences and patholog
University of
Southwestern Medical Cegter,

recently conducte




Category of cases

e IA: Drugs alope -
= IB: Drugs and disease
s IC: Positional asphyxia

« 11A: Confrontational situation + di
= IIB: Confrontational situation + di
= IIC: Confrontational situation + d

Category of cases

Category I1I: Outliers
{Other weapons or health:sSt

Category Iv-’i‘gthma 2

Total cases exaiﬁiped m study B3
10/06/2006° "=




Bfealve Jarget Zones

A bt anywhere o the bady can be
affecive:wih ihe TASER, imaking
 ersier 1o use st NErs reisbio
undee 3 ;

TASER International

s Founded in September 1993.
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U.S. military agencies,
enforcement agencies in
These law enforcement and military 4
subdue subjects from point blank ran
feet.

= Over 2,168 agencies deploy TASER bignd
devices to all patrol officers. i
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Phoenix Police Department

{January to June)

Incidents of TASER use

Offi

= 2002: 71

s 2003: 164

El Paso Police Department
(December 2003 to October 2007)

Year Fielded
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007

Houston Police Department

= As of 12-20-06, Houston Police Chl
said taser x 26 were used 9828
December 2004 and Octer 2006 v

= In 39 instances, officers ;nvolved WOUH]
been justified in using deadly force inge
of their tasers. '




Dallas Police Department

= In 29 of 429 deployments, ta
prevented deadly force-oftit
period November 2003‘ to Sept

Austin Police Department

Officer Injuries
2004

Us0%

23rd Product Liability Lawsuit Dismissed
Against TASER International

» The 11th Circuit Court in the D,
case (2004) supported the.dsse#
officer, acting alone, whe
traffic violator who was hostlle, belli
uncooperative:

» "A verbal arrest command a(::ompanied by afi#
physical handcuffing, in these particular factik®
circumstances, may well have, or would lik
escalated a tense and diffictilt situation in#
physical struggle in which elmer Draper or
be seriously hurt.” :
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NIJ has commissione:

understand whether tB

contribute to or cause‘,);death and,
what

The study, titled "Death Following
Muscular Disruption,” began in
and will last appmxnmately 24

findings are expected in 20(

LITIGATION |

LITIGATION EXAMPLES

= An Illinois man accepted a $127 000 =
for a skull fracture caused by a4
received during a tavern Hraw
officers. ¢ 7
= A Michigan man received’$35,000 in fiinitive
damages, $5,000 for mental anguis|
for pain and suffering. Officers struc
roin and on his bacl when he assuntg
fighting stance.” I '
» Four California residents recelved
officers who broke up a loud party
causing a fractured vertebra and a




|

LITIGATION EXAMPLES

A farmer who was part of an organi
protest in Washlngton

him

LITIGATION EXAMPLES

A Federal Court in Nevada rul
officials in a suit broughlsby®
who objected to the uge of the
control obstreperous prisoners.
upheld a prison regulation that
use of the Taser® of stun guns
inmates refuse to vacate their ¢
court said the weapons are m
than batons, and would inflict le
discomfort on others than tear ggs

1989 U.S. Supreme Court
decision in Graham v. Connor.
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= The test of what is reasorigible is a col

1989 U.S. Supreme Court

decision in Graham v. Connor.

= The Court held in Graham that the use
law enforcement while maki §
include force used in self-gk
another--is evaluated undg
Amendment &

evaluation of what an objectively rea
officer might have done in the same

circumstance. The Court held reasonal
an objective standard viewed'from th
perspective: The "reasonableness”
use of force must be judged from
of a reasonable officer on the scene,
with the 20/20 vision of hindsight.




