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Safety Belt Statistics

¸Safety belt use in 2007- 82%

¸Safety belt use in 2006- 81%

¸63% of people killed in accidents are not 

wearing seat belts

¸18% of the population makes of 63% of 

fatalities



Passenger Restraint Laws

¸In ñprimary enforcementò states (like 

Texas), where motorists can be pulled 

over solely for not using seat belts, seat 

belt use stands at 87%

¸14 percentage point difference between 

primary and secondary states

¸Statistics from National Highway Traffic 

Safety Administration (NHTSA)





Question 1:  The Shifty Toddler

¸Letôs read the 

Hypothetical and 

decide if it isé

F̧ACT or 

FICTION!



Question 1:  The Shifty Toddler

¸Ryanôs son Liam is 4 years old and 40 

inches tall.  While Ryan was loading the 

trunk, Liam climbed out of his child safety 

seat, decided to sit in the other backseat, 

and buckled himself in.  Without noticing, 

Ryan leaves to take Liam to school.  



Question 1, continued

¸Ryan is pulled over for speeding, and the 

officer notices Liam sitting next to the 

empty child seat.  Ryan has committed an 

offense by not keeping Liam in the child 

safety seat.

F̧ACT or FICTION?



Question 1 Answer

F̧ICTION!
¸Ryan has not committed an offense 

because Liam is exceptionally tall.  If Liam 

were under 36 inches in height, he would 

have committed an offense.  Likewise, if 

Liam were not wearing a safety belt, Ryan 

could have been cited for allowing Liam to 

ride unrestrained.    



Transportation Code Ä545.412

¸(a) A person commits an offense if the 

person operates a passenger vehicle, 

transports a child who is younger than five 

and less than 36 inches in height, and 

does not keep the child secured during 

operation in a child passenger safety seat 

system according to the instructions of the 

manufacturer of the safety seat system.



Question 2:  The Crammed Kid

¸Letôs read the 
hypothetical for 
Question 2 and 
decide if it isé

F̧ACT or 
FICTION!



Question 2:  The Crammed Kid

¸Uncle Herman has generously offered to 
help out his sister while she is out of town 
by driving his four nephews (Hector, 
Howie, Harry, and Peanut) to and from 
school.  Hector, Howie, and Harry are 
triplets all aged 4 and 33 inches tall.  
Peanut is 3 and is 29 inches tall. Uncle 
Hermanôs car has 3 passenger seats 
(besides his driverôs seat), and all 3 seats 
are equipped with child safety seats. 



Question 2 continued

¸Peanut, Harry, and Hector have all been 
secured in the safety seats.  While there is 
no other seat for Howie, Herman was able 
to wedge him in between two of the child 
seats in backseat.  Herman has committed 
an offense by allowing Howie to ride in the 
car without being secured in a safety seat 
or safety belt.

F̧ACT or FICTION?


