
Public Inspection 

of Case Files

(with a Little PIA thrown in)

What applies to a request for 
information



OBJECTIVE

1) Identify if a request falls under:
1) Public Information Act (PIA)

2) Rule 12, or

3) Common Law Right of Inspection and 
Access (CLR)

2) Discuss PIA

3) Discuss Rule 12: Define ñjudicial recordsò

4) Discuss CLR

5) Cost Associated w/ Request





Steps to Follow:

Decide what Applies?

1) Look at the Request:

1) Who is the request addressed to?

2) What information is wanted?

2) Decide what applies:

1) PIA,

2) Rule 12, or

3) CLR

3) Determine Cost



Look at the Request

To: Sleepy Hollow Municipal Court

Under the Texas Public Information Act, I would like all the information 
in all of my speeding cases.

Sincerely, 
Speed Racer



Look at Request

Who is the request 
addressed to?

ñTo: Sleepy Hollow 
Municipal Courtò

Does PIA apply?

What information is 
wanted?

ñinformation in all of my 
speeding casesò

Does Rule 12 or CLR 
apply?



PIA 101

Tex. Govôt Code 552



PIA 101

Government Code § 552.002
ñPublic Informationòmeans information that is 

collected, assembled, or maintained under a 
law or ordinance or in connection with the 
transaction or official business:

(1) By a governmental body; or
(2) For a governmental body and the 

governmental body owns the information or 
has a right of access to it.

Information recorded in any form is subject to the 
PIA.



PIA 101

Governmental Body (GB)

Gov. Code § 552.003*

Includes:

ü Municipal governing body

ü Does not include the 
Judiciary!!! (Govôt Code 
552.0035)

* Not an exclusive list

Municipal Court is not 
subject to the PIA

BUT

Police Department

And

City Attorney/

Law Department

Are.


